
DRAGON TALESDRAGON TALES

Little Tan Goes to school
Blue Dragon met 6-year-old Tan over a year ago, living on a boat on the Red River 

with his family. He has cerebral palsy and cannot walk… but there’s no                                                           

  trouble with his brain! He’s quick-witted and clever, and            

after working one-on-one with the Blue Dragon teacher 

for several months, Tan was ready for school.

Mind you, this process wasn’t easy. Here are the 

greatest obstacles we had to overcome in order to get 

Tan into a school:

Obstacle 1: Tan’s social worker spent nearly one year 

searching Hanoi for a school that would accept him. All 

of them refused. “We can’t handle a child with his needs” 

was the standard response. Finally, the school across from 

our centre agreed to give him a try. Whew! One obstacle down!                                                            

    Obstacle 2: When the teacher came to assess Tan’s abilities, the 

fi rst question she asked was quite simple: “If I have 3 pencils, and one breaks, how many 

pencils do I have left?” Tan’s response?  “What are you asking me for, lady? I’m just a little 

kid!” He then refused further assessment.  Of course, those of us who know him were in hys-

terics after we heard this - that’s his spirit, and we love him for it. He was eventually assessed 

and placed in a class. Obstacle number 2 - stubbornness- down!

Obstacle 3: The last obstacle was something we had no control over. How would his class-

mates and his teacher respond to him? People can be quite callous towards children with dis-

abilities, so we were concerned that he might be left to fend for himself. But as it turns out, 

we were pleasantly surprised to fi nd that not only does his teacher love him, but he spends 

the day being doted over by all of the little girls who want to play mother hen. Needless to 

say, Tan LOVES school!

The Blue Dragon center is much quieter now that Tan spends most of the day at school. 

But we are all thrilled that he is thriving and happy... and most importantly, getting the 

education he deserves. 
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Tan (center) with his 
new school mates. Look 
at that grin!

Order your Blue Dragon Gift cards in 
time for Christmas! 

Give a gift to someone you know, make 

a difference in the life of someone you 

don’t! Make a donation and receive a 

gift card to give to your friends or family 

this holiday season.

Time is running out!

www.streetkidsinvietnam.com

To place orders, and to see 
the full range of gift cards 
and details on where your 

donation will go, please visit 
our website:

Gift Card artwork by Hanh, age 16.      
To read about Hanh’s art, see our story on 

the next page.

Keep a child warm this winter...

Feed a hungry child...

Give the gift of childhood...

Tan’s river house.

Every day, one of our staff 
carries Tan to school. 
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Unexpected Talents--a bonus to our work
It’s a great feeling when you surpass your own goals… when you accom-

plish something that surprises even yourself. Well, that’s how we feel at Blue 

Dragon about some of our kids who have surprised us (and themselves) with 

their unexpected talents. 

While our main focus is on the rescue and education of street kids and traf-

fi cked children, we also offer a variety of artistic outlets for them in our drop-in 

centre in Hanoi.  And we’d like to brag about a few of our, um.... prodigies, if you 

will.

Lan: Lan, 15, has always struggled in school. He’s high energy, full of life and can’t 

seem to sit still for long.  A few years ago, a volunteer introduced Lan to drumming, 

which he took to with great enthusiasm. Now he’s the top drummer here at Blue 

Dragon, and has performed on stage at many community events. For a kid who has  

never lived in a house and has always been at the bottom in school, being the top 

dog in our centre has done wonders for his self-esteem and confi dence. 

Hanh: Hanh is 16 years old. Her talents are painting and designing. The fi rst time we 

hung one of Hanh’s paintings on our centre wall, she gave us simultaneous expres-

sions of pride and disbelief. No one had ever made such a big deal of her work--much 

less thought it to be worthy of hanging on a wall.  With a lot of encouragement and 

support, she’s since won fi rst place in art contests and has designed the entire series 

of Blue Dragon Gift Cards for our new fundraising project (see page 1). Even though 

she’s still quite humble about her talent, she now feels confi dent enough in her abili-

ties to have set her sights on design school in the future.  

Hai: Hai, 15, is one of our boys who gravitates toward any project involving the arts. 

Whether its painting, photography, music or dance… he’s there. And yet, up until 

about a year ago, he could hardly see, had never been to school, and couldn’t read. A 

simple correction with his eyesight, and Hai is now in grade 1. Hai has always been 

one of our star hip-hop dancers, but since his father’s recent death, he has lost his 

enthusiasm for dance. So we were excited that one of our new volunteers has been 

able to capture Hai’s interest through animation. Hai is honing his illustration skills 

and learning the basics of animation. Soon, he will create an animated fi lm about 

Blue Dragon.  We’ll let you know when it’s out on dvd!

Hoat:  When we hear the sound of guitar music fl oating through our centre, we 

know that Hoat, 17, is in the building. Hoat has grown up in a tiny, one-room 

shack; his father is crippled by polio and his mother collects scrap on the streets  

to support the family. When we fi rst met Hoat, he was scrawny, shy and lacked 

self-confi dence. But two years ago he started studying guitar at our centre, 

and since then, we don’t think he’s put the guitar down once--and it shows!  

He’s a natural talent who will proudly perform for a crowd at any chance he 

gets. He recently told one of our staff that he wants to learn to play every 

instrument he possibly can—and we think he’ll do it!

Lan and his drums.

Hanh 

paints 

a mural      

on a wall 

of our 

centre.

Hai 

learns 

the art of 

animation.

Hoat 

faithfully 

practicing the guitar.
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Make a difference in the lives of these children!
Send a donation today!
The work we do here at Blue Dragon has had some amazing results – but we couldn’t do it 
without your support! Please help us continue changing children’s lives for the better by 
contributing today. Every little bit helps!

Donate online:
Go to our website www.streetkidsinvietnam.com and follow the prompts to donate using your credit card. 

Send a cheque: 
To receive a tax deductible receipt (Australian citizens only), 
make your cheque out to “AFAP - Blue Dragon Children’s Foundation” and send it to:
PO Box 445
EPPING NSW 2121
(AFAP will process your donation and pass on 100% of the proceeds to Blue Dragon).

Donate through Other Means:
There are other ways to send your donation to Blue Dragon, depending on where you are!
Email us to ask about the easiest way to donate info@bdcf.org

We are an AFAP
community partner.

Update: Rescued kids in Hue
In our last newsletter, we told you about 9 traffi cked children who were 

rescued from factories in Saigon and returned to their homes in Hue.  In 

October, our Child Rights Advocate returned to Hue, in central Vietnam, 

to  visit families and help children enroll in school. Walking down the dirt 

road, he saw a group of girls heading to school-- and suddenly realized 

they were some of the kids he had rescued just weeks earlier. He was so 

delighted that they had quickly blended back in with their community and 

were leading “normal” lives once more. Sometimes a sense of normalcy 

and “everything as usual” is the most rewarding feeling in the world. 

Congrats!!
Binh is one of our older boys who has never had much stability in his life; his 

mother died and his father suffers from psychological affects due to the war.  

So, getting Binh to commit to anything for very long has been a challenge. 

But since the opening of Blue Dragon’s social enterprise, VIP Bikes, Binh has 

found something that he seems to want to stick with. VIP’s mission is to rent 

and service motorbikes while using the income to support a motorbike train-

ing facility for the Blue Dragon kids. Binh is the fi rst in the program to go from 

training to a full-time apprenticeship, and we couldn’t be more proud of him!
Binh does basic 

repairs on a         

motorbike.

Rescued girls heading to 

school in Hue.


