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A series of stories depicting life as we know it at Blue Dragon

Life in a Blue Dragon Residence
Every child needs a home: a place where they are safe, have their needs met, and feel like they 

belong to a family.  

In central and northern Vietnam, Blue Dragon operates homes catering for up to 50 children at a 

time. Most of those living with us have family somewhere, but for various reasons they need to live 

in the safety of a Blue Dragon home.  

The kids come to us with a wide variety of experiences. Some have lived and worked on the streets; 

some have been in prison; some have experienced serious illness or neglect; and all are from im-

poverished families.  

What’s life like in a Blue Dragon home?  

Our homes have staff working 24 hours a day. Like any typical 

Vietnamese family, life is fairly communal: chores are done 

together, kids share bedrooms, and group activities and 

meetings are common. Blue Dragon provides food, clothing, 

pocket money, school and medical fees – and meet any other 

needs that arise.  

Our homes in Hanoi (the capital of 

Vietnam) and Hoi An (a sleepy town in central Vietnam) 

are quite different. Each is tailored to the local culture 

and the needs of the kids.  

Hoi An Children’s Home

All kids rise at 5:30 every morning to exercise and do 

their chores before heading off for a full day of school. 

The kids eat breakfast, lunch and dinner together, and 

much of their spare time is shared as well. However, they can join 

in computer classes, swimming lessons, and social activi-

ties outside the Home on weekends.

The Hanoi Shelter

The children and teens living here follow completely 

different schedules: some study full time, some work 

and study part time, and some even work full time. 

However, many social activities, like rollerskating and          

                  swimming, are organized together on weekends. 
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A Day in the Life...A Day in the Life...

Top Rt: Residents work together to 

keep the home tidy. Top Lt: Study 

time!  Bottom Lt: Cycling in the rain

Gift CardsGift Cards

Order quickly to receive them 
before Christmas by post or 

email.

It’s not too late to 
order Blue Dragon 

gift cards!  

12 Cards to choose from! 12 Cards to choose from! 
(View them all online.)(View them all online.)

Bag & study pack for a child - $12

School uniform for a child -$18

School desk & study lamp card - $40

To order your gift cards     
today, contact Ruth: 

ruth@bdcf.org

This gift provides a new school bag 
and essential stationery and text 

books for one child. 

This gift provides a new school 
uniform for a child who cannot 

otherwise afford one. 

This gift provides a desk and lamp 
so one child will have her own 

study place at home.    



News UpdatesNews Updates
Recovering from Typhoon Ketsana

On September 29, Typhoon Ketsana struck Viet-

nam’s central region with a vengeance, causing 

mass destruction and fl ooding in two of the areas 

in which Blue Dragon works.  At least 163 people 

lost their lives in the storm, and over 6,000 homes 

were completely washed away. Hundreds of thousands 

more were fl ooded or severely damaged.

With the help of many generous people, schools and orga-

nizations, Blue Dragon was able to assist over 500 families 

who were in need of support. We handed out thousands 

of packages of rice and noodles, hundreds of water fi lters, 

and assisted in repairing and rebuilding numerous homes. 

Many thanks to those who donated so generously to help 

these families in their time of need. 

Two Blue Dragon kids Studying Abroad

            1. Can goes to Singapore 

Can’s life with Blue Dragon started when he was rescued off the 

streets of Ho Chi Minh City 3 years ago. He was selling fl owers 

from early evening to early morning and was not in school.  

Today, Can is the fi rst benefi ciary of a full  4-year scholar-

ship to attend Chatsworth International School in Singa-

pore. He just started year 10 and by all accounts, is loving 

his time there.  In Can’s words, this is what he thinks of his 

new life: “The things I like most are studying, the activities, 

and everybody here. The best thing about Singapore is the food. I 

sometimes eat McDonalds!” 

2. Chinh studies in Taupo

Chinh has been with Blue Dragon for nearly 5 years. We 

met him after his mother died and he moved to Hanoi 

to earn money by shining shoes. HIs goal was to send 

money home to help his older sister attend university. 

           Now it’s Chinh’s turn to attend a special school. 

He was offered a 3 month scholarship to study English 

at Taupo Language and Outdoor Education Centre in Taupo, 

New Zealand.  Nearing the end of his visit there, Chinh is not too 

sure about the cold New Zealand weather, but he’s been skydiving, 

sailing and went on a most exciting trip through the car wash! 

Oh... and he                    apparently eats 

LOTS of McDonalds! 

www.vietnamstreets.blogspot.com

Top: A house after the typhoon in 

Hoi An. Bottom: families receive 

food supplies from our team.

Don’t forget!Don’t forget!

ABOUT THE DEAL                                                

American author, John Shors, has 

graciously offered to send signed 

copies of Dragon House to anyone 

donating a minimum of $100AUD to 

Blue Dragon. 

ABOUT THE BOOK                                  

Dragon House tells the story of two 

Americans who open a centre to 

house and educate street children in 

Vietnam. 

While the story was not written about 

Blue Dragon, it vividly and accurately 

refl ects the lives of the children we 

work with and the challenges they 

face on a daily basis. 

For more information on John Shors’       

compelling novel, visit the website:

www.dragonhousebook.comwww.dragonhousebook.com

To donate and receive an 
autographed copy of the 

book, click below: 
Dragon House - donate!Dragon House - donate!

Donate and receive an 
autographed copy of 

Dragon HouseDragon House,  the latest 
novel by best-selling 
author John Shors. 

Top: Can (L) in front of his 

new school in Singapore.                       

Bottom: Chinh and his host 

family in NZ.



How can you help us change lives?How can you help us change lives?

Donate online:    www.streetkidsinvietnam.com

Send a cheque: 
To receive a tax deductible receipt (Australian citizens only), 
make your cheque out to “AFAP - Blue Dragon Children’s Foundation” and send to:
PO Box 12
CROWS NEST  NSW 1585
(AFAP will process your donation and pass on the proceeds to Blue Dragon).

Email us: To ask us about other ways to donate, email us at info@bdcf.org

Au
ssies

, Don’t Forget!Au
ssies

, Don’t Forget!Donations 
are tax deductible 

in Australia through 
AFAP.

We are an AFAP
community partner.

The kids had fun 

designing and building 

their own water-propelled 

rockets, and they learned some 

science at the same time!

Working together to make “Rat 

Trap Racers”; cars that are made of 

rat traps, old CDs and a few other 

odds and ends. 

As we say farewell to 2009, the Blue Dragon team wishes to say a big 

THANKS to all our friends and supporters around the globe. 

This has been a challenging year, with the fi nancial crisis tipping many 

Vietnamese families deep into poverty... while making it much more diffi cult 

for charities like ours to raise funds. However, our donors have stuck by us 

and we’ve ended the year on a strong note. 

To all those who have been a part of Blue Dragon in 2009 - thank you! Your support 

has made a real difference to kids in need. 

In coming weeks we will be celebrating Christmas and new year with the kids, and preparing for 

Lunar New Year on February 14 2010. We’ll be posting news and photos of our holiday festivities on 

the Blue Dragon blog - vietnamstreets.blogspot.com - so that you can join in our celebrations, 

wherever you are! 

Christmas Cheer from VietnamChristmas Cheer from Vietnam

Snapshots: science & engineering classnapshots: science & engineering class


