
DRAGON TALES
An update on the work of Blue Dragon Children’s Foundation

Vietnam: December 2011

Mai wakes up early each morning thinking with excitement about the day 
ahead. 

At just 18 years old, she feels like the luckiest girl alive. 

Mai grew up in poverty on a rice farm. Her father passed away when she 
was young. Her mother was always too sick to work, so she couldn’t afford 
Mai’s school fees. Thanks to support from Blue Dragon, Mai was able to at-
tend school, and was very proud to graduate in 2010! But Mai wasn’t 
sure what she wanted to do next with her life. 

In August this year, a special opportunity presented itself: with support from 
Blue Dragon, she could train to be a chef at Restaurant Bobby Chinn, one of 
Hanoi’s best known establishments. Mai had previously expressed an interest 
in doing further training and she was quick to take up this opportunity.

A big THANK YOU to everyone who has joined Blue Drag-
on’s Red Stocking Christmas celebration so far! 

Your donation will go directly to kids who need medical 
care, warm clothes, nutritious food and support to con-
tinue their education. There’s still time to change a life 
this Christmas...

We Change Lives 

Get out your red stockings! 

Spread the word! Throw a Christmas party! 
Help raise funds for Blue 

Dragon.

Donate -
 Fill a child’s stocking this 

Christmas!

Three ways to get involved:

Along with four other girls from her district, Mai is now working towards a dream: having a great job, doing something 
she loves, and getting ready for a future without poverty. 

Mai’s story is one in a new series of short movies featuring Blue Dragon kids – past and present – telling their story in 
their own words.

You can find these movies in Meet the kids, on our website. 

Mai and her friends study IT at the 
Blue Dragon Centre

http://www.streetkidsinvietnam.com/christmas
http://www.streetkidsinvietnam.com/christmas/red-stocking-party/
http://www.streetkidsinvietnam.com/christmas/spread-the-word/
http://www.streetkidsinvietnam.com/christmas/donatenow/
http://www.streetkidsinvietnam.com/christmas/donatenow/
http://www.youtube.com/user/BlueDragonVietnam
http://www.streetkidsinvietnam.com/meet-the-kids/watch-kids-stories/
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Your Christmas fundraisers

The staff at Potato Productions Singapore have a brand new 
vending machine in their workplace. 

The profits will be donated to Blue Dragon this Christmas. 
Gan, Chiara and Hannli think the machine is pretty hot stuff 
in the office!

People all around the world have been organising special Red Stocking events 
to raise money for Vietnamese children in need. Here are some of the most 
inventive!

Kerstin Brittsjo from Sweden plans to host a 
glögg and carols evening in her home.

Kerstin has invited around 100 people to come 
for a drink and a song, and charged $5 per en-
try to raise money for Blue Dragon kids.

Dawn has a passion for gravies and sauces… and 
this will be the theme of her “Open Sauce” compe-
tition. Dawn will invite her most inventive friends 
and colleagues to a casual dinner competition to 
make the best homemade sauce and dips.

Guests will pay a $5 entry fee for the Blue Dragon 
cause, and Dawn is imposing a $10 penalty for any-
one who cheats with store-bought sauce! Dawn will 
also pass around a stocking on the day.

For more great Christmas fundraising ideas from around the world, 
visit Blue Dragon’s Tumblr page.

If you would like to have your own amazing Red Stocking Party this 
year, please email christmas@bdcf.org for more information.

Well done everyone who has fundraised so far!

How did you first get involved 
with Blue Dragon?
I heard about Blue Dragon 
when I was at university. I 
started an internship at Blue 
Dragon in 2009 and volun-
teered for a year before starting 
work full time. 

Who are the kids you help?
I am working with about 40 
kids. We offer many types 
of support for them, such as 
counselling and health care.

What is an average day like for 
you?
During the day, I help deal with 
the problems of the children 
and work with their families. 

What’s the best part of your 
job?
Working together with kids and 
families to help them get over 
their problems. 

from around the world! Staff profile
What’s your name?
My name is Dau Phuong 
Linh.

What’s your job?
I’m a social worker. I help kids 
with psychological, health and 
nutritional support.

Vietnam: December 2011

http://bluedragonredstocking.tumblr.com/
christmas@bdcf.org
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When will it end?
Human trafficking – the polite term for ‘slavery’ – is a global 
problem. 

Kids in Vietnam are easy targets for traffickers, who promise 
training, safety, and jobs, but instead force children to work in 
horrendous conditions for no pay. 

Blue Dragon’s fight against trafficking is gathering momen-
tum, with strong support from YOU, our supporters and do-
nors. 

The Mid-Autumn Festival is tradi-
tionally a special event for children 
in Vietnam.  It is an opportunity 
for kids to dress up and generally 
run amok, and for the Blue Drag-
on kids this year was no exception! 

In September, children in the drop-in centre 
decorated masks and traditional five-point-
ed lanterns in preparation for the festival.

The kids also prepared traditional
 foods, including decorated fruits (craft-

ily disguised as farm animals, left) to en-
joy while they watched the moon rise.

Blue Dragon Celebrates
the Mid-Autumn Festival!

While the extent of human trafficking might seem daunting, we believe that we can break the back of the trade in 
children being sent to Vietnam’s garment factories. By constantly disrupting their business, and simultaneously 
supporting the children we rescue to live in their communities again, Blue Dragon aims to bring this form of traf-
ficking to its knees by 2017. Keep an eye on the Blue Dragon Blog for stories and updates as we work toward this 
important goal.

One of Blue Dragon’s Child Right’s Advocates 
visits rescued children and their families 

in Dien Bien Province

In September we rescued 23 children from mountainous villages 
who had been enslaved in factories for up to two years; in late No-
vember we found six more children from central Vietnam who were 
also in garment factories. Five of the six were aged under 13.

http://vietnamstreets.blogspot.com/
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Click one of the icons below to donate online.

        

        (Worldwide)             Tax-deductible                    Tax-deductible
    Not tax-deductible              for Americans                      for Australians
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Donate today!  

info@bdcf.org   

www.vietnamstreets.blogspot.com

www.streetkidsinvietnam.com

                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

How to learn more about BLue Dragon

In November, Class 318 at Zhudong Junior Public School in Taiwan raised $800 by holding a 
fair with a food and drink stall, flea market and games.

An update on the work of Blue Dragon Children’s Foundation

Blue Dragon around the world…
As Blue Dragon reaches more children in Vietnam, we need even more support from our friends around the world. We 
are fortunate to have organisational support from two groups:

Blue Dragon Children’s Foundation International: This is the Australian Board that governs our work in Vietnam. The • 
Board meets quarterly, and can be contacted at sussie@bdcf.org.
Blue Dragon Children’s Trust (New Zealand): This Wellington-based volunteer group raises support for our work • 
throughout New Zealand. Contact them at: bdctnz@gmail.com.
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Featured fundraisers

Read new stories every week on 
the Blue Dragon blog            

Search for Blue Dragon 
Children’s Foundation on Facebook

Watch Blue Dragon’s movies on YouTube

Narara Public School’s Blue 
Dragon Cake!

Merry Christmas from all of us at 
Blue Dragon
We wish all our supporters and friends a peaceful festive season
and a happy new year!

Here’s what some of our friends around the world are doing to help children in Vietnam...

Geoff Cope ran the Melbourne Marathon in October – for the eleventh time! Geoff’s total do-
nations came to over $500 to support Blue Dragon’s learning centre in Hanoi. Earlier in the 
year, Geoff also completed his first Paris Marathon in aid of Blue Dragon. 

Narara Public School in New South Wales, Australia, held a “Blue Dragon Day”. Students 
participated in activities like lantern making, Vietnamese dancing and traditional Vietnam-
ese games. Other events included a raffle, cupcake sale, and the baking of a very impressive 
Blue Dragon cake! A total of over $1100 was raised.

christmas@bdcf.org
http://www.vietnamstreets.blogspot.com
http://vietnamstreets.blogspot.com/
http://www.afap.org/afap_bd_online_donation.php
http://www.streetkidsinvietnam.com/donate.html#option2
https://secure.groundspring.org/dn/index.php?aid=22403
http://vietnamstreets.blogspot.com/
http://vietnamstreets.blogspot.com/
http://www.facebook.com/#!/pages/Blue-Dragon-Childrens-Foundation/49984917234
http://www.youtube.com/user/BlueDragonVietnam

