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Blue Dragon Children’s Foundation has grown this year, it’s true. We opened Dragon House, our new centre 
with space for more kids than ever. In the next month, we’ll open another shelter for young adults with jobs. 
Even our family has grown... Blue Dragon staff have had 11 babies this year!

Regardless of how many new kids we can accommodate at the Drop In Centre, or how many floors Dragon 
House has, one thing remains the same: we care about and work with every kid in crisis who needs our 
support. What matters to us is changing a child’s life for the better!

Sometimes the biggest changes can 
be seemingly simple, like seeing 
your name on a piece of paper. This 
was the case for Minh (not his real 
name), born in 2001 in Hung Yen 
Province. He and his mother moved 
to Hanoi to avoid neighborhood 
gossip – she had never been 
married to Minh’s father. When she 
did marry, it was to a violent man 
who beat Minh every day. When 
it became too much, he ran away. 
That’s when Blue Dragon met him.

Minh  is a smart and active boy...but he was not allowed to enroll in Grade 2 because he did not have a birth 
certificate. When he met one of our Child Rights Advocates, Hong, he asked her, “Where can I study without 
my birth certificate? Do I have to stop?” Hong accompanied Minh and his mother back to their hometown, 
where she worked with the local government to grant him the proper identification papers. Something so 
small, but so powerful: with this paper, Minh is now studying in Grade 2 with excellent results.

Minh’s is one of the many stories which inspire us every day, reminding us that small actions can create big 
opportunities and lasting change.  

A year of Growth 

what is a 
Child Rights Advocate?

A Child Rights Advocate is a trained lawyer who defends 
the legal rights of a child or young person who cannot 
defend themselves. Advocates help children and young 

people understand their rights and responsibilities and 
support them with legal counsel. Meet Dai on 

page 4 to learn what he does to defend 
children’s rights in Vietnam.

Blue Dragon has obtained legal 
registration papers for 2,001 children!

http://vietnamstreets.blogspot.com/
http://www.youtube.com/user/BlueDragonVietnam
http://www.streetkidsinvietnam.com
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http://www.facebook.com/bluedragonvietnam
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Madame Geertrui Van Rompuy, spouse of the President of the European Council visited Dragon House on 
31st October. She met staff and children in the Drop In Centre, and very kindly brought some gifts for the kids! 

Intrepid Travel regularly visit for Breakfast with the Stars! The travelers and kids (the “stars”) meet and eat, 
sharing experiences and learning about each other. It’s a highlight of our week.

We were very lucky to host four teachers from our great supporter, United World College in Singapore in 
November. They really got to know Blue Dragon and even helped us prepare for our Opening Celebration!

That’s right, it’s Christmas in Vietnam and you may have noticed Bluey has the 
holiday spirit! This year we’re asking our supporters to provide nutritious meals 
for street kids, bicycles for poor rural students and rescue missions for children 
who have been trafficked. Thank you to everyone who has already donated!

Put disadvantaged kids at the top of the Christmas list: donate today or throw 
your very own Red Stocking Fundraiser! Email us if you have any questions.

The Red Stocking Christmas Campaign
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Dragon House Opening

Visitor Highlights

What’s New at Blue?

In October, Blue Dragon kids, parents and staff 
enjoyed the Mid-Autumn festival. The Drop In Centre 
was packed with people and beautifully decorated 
in a “market” theme. There were performances, 
costumes and lots of food. Everyone had a great time!

Mid-Autmn Festival
On a pleasant November evening, our friends 
and supporters in Hanoi were invited to tour 
Dragon House for the first time. Guests visited 
our Drop In Centre, anti-trafficking room, art 
room, classrooms, and our soon to be opened 
youth gym, hearing directly from our passionate 
staff about the kids we support and the programs 
we provide. On the roof, we enjoyed a great view 
of Hanoi and generously donated refreshments 
from local restaurants. Thanks to those who 
came along. We are now officially open!
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http://www.european-council.europa.eu/home-page?lang=en
http://www.intrepidtravel.com/
http://www.uwcsea.edu.sg/
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http://www.streetkidsinvietnam.com/red-stocking-fundraiser-2012/
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In November, the Blue Dragon Team was contacted by two families 
in Dien Bien Province. They’d heard of us because we had rescued 
children who came from a neighbouring village earlier in the year, 
and they shared a similar story. 

Tricked by traffickers

Their children had left the village two years before, with the promise 
of training and jobs not far from home. The families had even been 
sent a photo of the kids in a ‘special’ restaurant, eating good food 
and looking happy and healthy. They had no idea that this would be 
the last time their children experienced any kind of normal life. 

Instead of staying nearby, they had been taken to Ho Chi Minh City, 
more than 2,000km away. They were put to work in cruel conditions, 
beaten by the factory owners who cared nothing for their well-being. 
They worked day and night for no pay and no chance of escape, 
until Blue Dragon found them and took them home. 

A little help from our friends

One of the first things we realised was that the kids would be 
extremely cold when they returned to Dien Bien in the far north: they 
had been living in hot Ho Chi Minh City for months  and would have 
no shoes, blankets or coats... so we called for help on Facebook, and 
your generosity was amazing! 

Within 24 hours we raised enough to provide blankets, noodles, 
and warm clothes for all 21 kids. This help meant that the kids had 
a more comfortable homecoming and will not suffer in the coming 
winter months. We’re thrilled to report that they’re all safely back 
with their families and we are continuing to support them as they 
return to school and their new lives.

21 Children Rescued

The kids are safe and sound 
and prepared for winter
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Getting Results

“I’m so glad things 

worked out for the “21 kids” - I 

just hope they go back to the village 

and spread the word to stop more 

kids getting caught up in similar 

situations.” Former volunteer 

Sarah Ison
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“Good on you Blue 
Dragon. So good to have 

them home after such an ordeal. 
Well done I will keep you in my 

prayers. At least these children have 
freedom once again & family. :o)” 

Bronny Walker-Smith via our 
Facebook page. 

“Thank you for your hard work. I hope that the community within Vietnam and also the rest of the world are aware that slavery 
still happens even though we are in the 21st 
century. I hope that this incident will create a 

movement where the global community as a whole try to end child labour and slavery.” Supporter David Tan

http://vietnamstreets.blogspot.com/
http://www.youtube.com/user/BlueDragonVietnam
http://www.streetkidsinvietnam.com
http://www.streetkidsinvietnam.com/
http://www.facebook.com/bluedragonvietnam
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The Avramides sisters strapped on their 
running shoes for the Run to the Beat 
marathon in London. Nicole and Amal 
raised $2,115, blowing away their 
fundraising goal! Fantastic job, ladies!

Australian Residents can make a tax deductible gift through AFAP. Click here and select ‘AFAP Partners’

Sandra-Marine, a member of Youth Against Human Trafficking in 
Switzerland, mobilised classmates in a sponsored 24 hour silence. They 
raised $920 towards rescue missions. Thank you for organizing such a 
powerful fundraiser.

Staff Profile: 
Dai Vu Tran

1. How long have you 
worked at Blue? 
Two years.

2. Why did you become a 
Child’s Right’s Advocate?
Children are not fully 
developed psychologically 
and physically and they need 
to be protected from the 
dangers of exploitation. 
         
3. Why is it important to 
have Identification Papers 
for children? 
Personal papers are a basic  
right... They are the passport 
to people’s development.

4. What was the hardest 
part of your job in 2012? 
It’s been very difficult raising 
awareness of the law 
among children and their 
communities. Also, there are 
many factors stopping kids 
from going to school which 
we try to address. 

5. Do you enjoy your work? 
What is your favorite part?
I love my job. I’m happy with 
every good step the kids take!
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With the help of  friends back 
home and those traveling with 
him, Ike Torkomyan helped 
purchase new kitchen equipment 
for our shelter for street kids in 
Hanoi, and also brought plenty of 
toys! Great meeting you Ike!

UNIS Hanoi recently held their annual 
walkathon for Blue Dragon. The runners 
and walkers were 4-12 years old, and 
some completed over 15 laps! Together 
they raised a whopping $13,700 to keep 
kids in school in Bac Ninh province.

Our good friend Iain Purdie 
has sacrificed a part of 
himself for Blue Dragon:  
his beard! He shaved and 
raised nearly $500 for 
disadvantaged kids... Iain, 
we're honoured!

Handsome as ever, Iain!

A determined young fundraiser

Ike was happy to make his donations!
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