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Outreach Appeal: Help kids 
with no one else to turn to...
Every week, Blue Dragon provides a helping hand to 
an average of 7 new children aged 10 to 16. In May 
we launched an exciting Appeal, looking to double the 
number of kids we reach and to expand the range of 
services we can offer them.

With more funds, we will employ two more Outreach 
Workers and buy a second hand car. With extra staff 
on the ground, we will be able to access kids we 
couldn’t reach before. The car will be used to reunite 
kids with their families in the countryside and to  
support them through follow-up visits. 

We’ve already raised a lot, but we’ve still got some 
way to go. We are asking all our friends to keep the 
support coming. So far we’ve received 43,436 AUD in 
donations, but we need an additional 23,564 AUD to 
reach our goal of 67,000 AUD.

To read more about how you can help click here

Read more about our Outreach work on page 3

With a knack for English, he aced his exams.
In fact, he’s done so well that in 2010, along 
with two other Blue Dragoners, Son and 
Chinh, he was offered a six month scholar-
ship at New Zealand’s National Technology 

Institute, studying English and hospitality.

Just back from NZ, he says his experience 
there was life-changing. Ask him if he wants 
to keep studying, he says: Sure do!

Khanh, centre and inset, with Son and Chinh outside Blue Dragon before they 
went to Auckland on a National Technology Institute scholarship.

Khanh: From poverty 
to top scholar
Khanh’s story is all too common in Vietnam. 
Born into poverty, Khanh lived with his sisters 
and mother, who slogged away to support 
her family. Things were already tough, but life 
became even more difficult when Khanh’s 
mother was fired  – her boss thought she was 
spending too much time looking after her 
three children.

The family was destitute, struggling to pay 
their monthly rent of 800,000 Dong (36 AUD) 
and to feed themselves. 

At 15 years old, Khanh joined Blue Dragon’s 
soccer team, Blue Dragon United, which 
plays every Sunday on dirt fields. Through the 
weekly games he found out about our support  
programs, and went back to studying and 
learning to weld.

Blue Dragon helped Khanh pay school fees.

Blue Dragon reaches out to the most vulnerable kids in Hanoi: the homeless, the orphaned, the abandoned and the runaways. Every night our 
Outreach Worker, Vi, scours the streets looking for kids who need help. Our goal is to either reunite them with their families or set them up in a 
stable environment where they can return to school and look forward to a bright and happy future. We are now expanding our Outreach work, 
and to mark this we invite you to meet some of the kids we have helped over the years...

What’s new at Blue

To sponsor a child click here or email 
sponsorship@bdcf.org    

BUIlDINg: In Hue prov-
ince, Blue Dragon has 
just finished  
building four houses 
and is in the process 
of building two more. 
These will be for the 
families of trafficked 
children rescued by  
Blue Dragon. 

ACHIEVINg: This June, 
33 Blue Dragon kids will 
finish high school and 
17 are currently study-
ing at university! Each 
year, the number of Blue 
Dragon teens enrolling 

in school is growing rap-
idly, and we’re thrilled to 
see them doing so well. 

grOWINg: In rural Bac 
Ninh province, Blue 
Dragon supports kids 
at high risk of drop-
ping out of school. We 
started in 2004 with 
just 75 kids. This year, 
we have 590 kids in the 
program – and growing! 
All of these kids need 
sponsors to pay for their 
school fees and study 
gear.

Goal

50%

Goal
$67,000

$43,436 
Raised
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What’s your name?
My name is Ninh.

What’s your job at Blue Dragon?
I’m a teacher.
 
How did you first hear about 
Blue Dragon?
I saw a teaching position adver-
tised at Blue Dragon on the inter-
net. I heard that this was a good 
charity organisation, and this posi-
tion suited me, so I applied for it.
 
What’s your typical day at Blue 
Dragon like? 
Every day I teach about four to five 
classes for about seven children in 
different grades and subjects. We 
practise reading twice a week. I 
also make sure to complete written 
reports so we can see the chil-
drens’ progress.
 
Do you like working here?
Yes, I like it very much because 
I can help children with learning 
difficulties.
 
What are your plans for the 
future?
I’d love to continue supporting 
Blue Dragon’s children by teaching 
and tutoring them.

Staff profile
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Schoolgirl at last 
Hanh’s Story
Hanh was born and raised under a freeway 
overpass in a busy part of Hanoi. Before Blue 
Dragon met her 2 years ago, the streets were 
her entire world. With her grandma, she eked 
out a rough life, surviving day-to-day. Her 
grandma couldn’t pay for school and she had 
few friends.

When Outreach Workers met with her, she 
was suspicious and got angry quickly. Not 
surprisingly, girls who live and work on the 
streets are wary when strangers approach, and 
Hanh was no exception. But Blue Dragon is 
well known in Hanoi, and Outreach Workers 
make it easy for them to visit the drop-in centre 
to see what we’re all about.

So Hanh gave Blue Dragon a chance.  
The Outreach Worker who invited her to  
Blue Dragon said, “At first, we had to tell her 

what was good and bad – she didn’t know.”

Working with in-house staff like social workers 
and psychologists over two years, she’s mak-
ing steady progress. Blue Dragon helps her 
grandma pay rent, and Hanh is taking classes 
with Blue Dragon’s teacher Ninh at the drop-in 
centre. Now she has friends and is in school 
for the first time.

The Outreach Worker 
who invited her to 

Blue Dragon said, “At 
first, we had to tell 
her what was good 

and bad – she didn’t 
know”

Ninh loves teaching kids with  
special needsBlue Dragon’s founder Michael Brosowski

Hanh enjoys school and her new friends

In wonderful news for Blue Dragon, our 
founder and CEO, Michael Brosowski, was 
chosen by international news network 
CNN as one of its heroes of 2011.

Michael was nominated by a friend of 
Blue Dragon, best-selling author John 
Shors.

 ‘CNN Heroes’, which has been running 
since 2007, recognises individuals who 
make extraordinary contributions and 
sacrifices to help others. Each year, from 
thousands of nominees, thirty heroes are 
picked. 

CNN broadcasts profiles about their ‘He-
roes’. You can see Michael’s clip here.

Michael Brosowski: 
CNN Hero

http://www.cnn.com/2011/WORLD/asiapcf/05/12/cnnheroes.brosowski.street.children/index.html
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How outreach works
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Every night, over 300 boys and girls work 
and live on the streets of Hanoi. They shine 
shoes, sell flowers or chewing gum, beg and 
steal to make money to survive. They sleep 
under bridges, in parks, under benches or in 
tiny, filthy rooms crammed with twenty other 
people.

These kids are in constant danger of  
being beaten up, being trafficked for manual 
labour or prostitution, or becoming addicted 
to drugs.

Blue Dragon’s Outreach program aims to 
help through either reuniting runaways  
with their families or setting the children  
up in a stable home where they can go  

to school, be loved and just be a kid.

Every night our Outreach Worker, Vi, himself 
a former street kid, seeks out these vulnera-
ble children. He gives them clothes and food, 
and jokes and chats with them. If a child is 
in immediate danger, he takes them off the 
streets to a safe home. Usually, however, it 
is a longer process to get these kids home 
or back in education. Street kids are tough 
– they need to be to survive    – and it takes 
them a while to trust people.

Blue Dragon reaches out to about seven 
new kids each week and returns about three 
runaways to their families each month. In 
May, we reunited 12 runaways with their 

delighted families. We are currently trying 
to raise funds to buy a second hand car to 
replace our current vehicle and make it easier 
to reunite runaways with their families in 
rural areas. 

Our Outreach program is the only one of its 
kind in Hanoi. Most kids tell Vi that nobody 
ever offers them help except Blue Dragon. At 
the moment we only cover certain areas in 
Hanoi but we aim to employ more staff so we 
can help kids throughout more of  the city.

All the kids Vi meets on the streets are in 
different situations and have different prob-
lems. Our job here at Blue Dragon is to fix 
these problems, whatever they may be, and 
help these kids build a better life.

Left: A Blue Dragon worker chats with some 
street kids. Above: A street kids seeks shelter.

‘I understand how it feels to live on the street’
Vi is vital to our work in helping street kids. He 

is the one who finds those hidden children in 
desperate need of help.

Vi has a special insight into the lives of street 
kids, as he has been one himself. He grew up 

in the countryside and left for Hanoi at age 14 to 
shine shoes to help his family. He slept in a room 

with 20 others or on the streets where he got 
lost, was beaten up on many occasions 
and lived in a state of perpetual fear.

He was fifteen when he met Michael, 
Blue Dragon’s founder, and has been 
a part of the Blue Dragon family ever 
since.

Through Blue Dragon, Vi became 

fluent in English and finished his education. He 
worked in a fine restaurant and a five star hotel, 
rising to the position of Bar Supervisor by the age of 
22. But when Blue Dragon asked him to become 
our Outreach Worker he could not resist the oppor-
tunity to help kids like himself.

He took a huge salary cut and received training 
in social work. Every night he seeks out kids Blue 
Dragon can help – usually in the most dangerous 
places in the city. He admits he is often at risk as not 
everyone is happy when a kid is taken off the street.

Vi loves his work with street kids. He says: “I work 
with them well because I used to be one of them. 
I understand what they are thinking and how they 
feel to be on the street and how they see people. So 
it is easy for me to connect with them.”

Blue Dragon’s 
Outreach 
Worker Vi  
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Click one of the icons below to donate online.

        

        (Worldwide)             Tax-deductible                    Tax-deductible
    Not tax-deductible              for Americans                      for Australians
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Donate today!  

info@bdcf.org   

www.vietnamstreets.blogspot.com

www.streetkidsinvietnam.com

                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

How to learn more about BLue Dragon

Here’s what some of our friends around the world have 
been doing to help children in Vietnam...

Ingrid and Arno Fehler celebrated their 10th wed-• 
ding anniversary by asking for donations to Blue 
Dragon rather than presents. They raised $760!

John Shors and Mark Kremer held a fundraiser • 
where John spoke about his book ‘Dragon 
House’ and Mark displayed and sold his  
professional photography of Vietnam and Colo-
rado. In total they raised $600.

Students in Shenton College, Perth, Australia, • 
raised an incredible $8000 for the kids at Blue 
Dragon. 

The Blue Dragon New Zealand Trust organised a • 
book fair in Ngaio, New Zealand, and raised over 
$6000.

To find out about other organisations and 
people who have donated to us click here.

An update on the work of Blue Dragon Children’s Foundation
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Featured fundraisers

read new stories every week on 
the Blue Dragon blog            

Search for Blue Dragon 
Children’s Foundation on Facebook

Watch Blue Dragon’s movies on YouTube

Blue Dragon around the world…
As Blue Dragon reaches more children in Vietnam, we need more support from our friends around the world. We 
are now fortunate to have support from two groups:

Blue Dragon Children’s Foundation International: This is the Australian Board that governs our work in Vietnam. • 
The Board meets quarterly, and can be contacted at sussie@bdcf.org
Blue Dragon Children’s Trust (New Zealand): This Wellington-based volunteer gro• up aims to raise support for 
our work throughout New Zealand. Contact them at: bdctnz@gmail.com

Blue Dragon founder, Michael Brosowski, receiving the $8000 cheque from  
Shenton College students

info@bdcf.org
http://www.vietnamstreets.blogspot.com
http://vietnamstreets.blogspot.com/
http://www.afap.org/afap_bd_online_donation.php
http://www.streetkidsinvietnam.com/donate.html#option2
https://secure.groundspring.org/dn/index.php?aid=22403
http://www.streetkidsinvietnam.com/our_supporters.html
http://vietnamstreets.blogspot.com/
http://www.facebook.com/#!/pages/Blue-Dragon-Childrens-Foundation/49984917234
http://www.youtube.com/user/BlueDragonVietnam
http://vietnamstreets.blogspot.com/
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