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Bouncing Back
Ten months ago Hieu* was on a xe om (motorbike taxi) near a railway, when 
her life completely changed.

A train was coming, and the bike somehow tipped onto the tracks. The driver 
was killed by the oncoming train. Hieu fell forward and landed on the rails - 
she survived, but both her hands were crushed. She lost her right hand and 
all but two fingers on her left.

Hieu, 6,  came to 
the Blue Dragon 
drop-in centre only 
a few weeks later. 
At first she was 
quiet and hard to 
reach, not yet at 
ease with kids or 
staff at the centre. 
She was of course 
still traumatised by 
her ordeal.

But soon, Hieu proved to everyone how well she could adapt to life with a dis-
ability. At the drop-in centre, staff worked with her every day until she could 
use a spoon on her own, and now she eats  with friends at Blue Dragon every 
day. She plays with dolls and exercises her fingers with clay (which she now 
loves!). Hieu  is even learning to write with Ninh, Blue Dragon’s teacher, and 
will enter grade 1 this September, a big step for any little girl.

These days, Hieu is 
totally comfortable 
at the drop-in centre. 
She’s become a child 
again. You’ll often see 
her having races with 
her friends, playing 
with a social worker 
or chatting at lunch. 

Hieu’s hands are slow-
ly healing. It’s wonderful to see more and more of a bubbly little girl emerge 
as she continues to recover, both physically and emotionally. Recently she 
came to the drop-in centre in a new dress, full of confidence. You could just 
see how pretty she felt twirling around in front of our staff, brimming with 
happiness and pride at all the leaps and bounds she’s made.

*not her real name

Have you heard the news? 
Two new centres!

Many Blue Dragon supporters already 
know about our big plans in the coming 
months. If you don’t, here it is:  simply 
put, Blue Dragon has outgrown its current 
space. We’re reaching out to more and 
more kids every week, and now our centre 
is too small to provide assistance to all the 
kids who come through our doors.  

But we’ve got a plan. With your support, 
Blue Dragon will open two new centres for 
street kids in Hanoi! One will be our new 
drop-in centre, learning space and offices. 
The other will be a residential facility and 
Early Intervention Centre for younger kids 
at risk of being marginalised by poverty. 

To make this happen, we need $150,000 
by August. We’re already more than half-
way there, but we need your help to get 
the rest of the way! Click to find out more 
or make a donation.

An update on the work of Blue Dragon Children’s Foundation

One of our new centres

Practicing her Jenga skills at the drop-in centre

Hieu enjoying a day out

Hanging out at our current centre

http://www.streetkidsinvietnam.com/newcentre2012/
http://www.streetkidsinvietnam.com/newcentre2012/donation/
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The current drop-in centre at Blue Dragon is a safe place 
where street kids, kids with disabilities and other youth 
in crisis can come by and access the services they need. 
The drop-in centre serves 400 kids a year, and the space 
comfortably holds about 80 people at a time.

Some kids come only for a game of UNO or Connect-4 
and a chat with friends, but just as often you’ll see a child 
napping on a couch after a night on the streets. Around 
200 kids have a social worker at the drop-in centre who 
they can talk to about school troubles, a family issue or 
any other problem. They also come for a free lunch, of-
ten the only place they can get a healthy meal.

Sometimes they break dance and sometimes they study, 
but it all happens in a relaxed and safe environment. 

Our new centres will continue to focus on kids at risk in 
and around Hanoi. With more space, we’ll be able to 
reach out to many more children who need our support. 
To find out more about these new spaces, click here.

What will Blue Dragon’s 

new centres mean for the 

kids?

150 kids a day can drop by 
two locations in Hanoi (up from 80)

Up to 34 kids will have a place to live 
(up from 20)

70 kids can take weekly classes (up from 55)

Blue Dragon can reach out to dozens more kids 
on the street each month

More kids than ever will be rescued by our new 
anti-trafficking department

Kids living on the street will have access 
to shower facilities

A healthy, balanced meal every day 

Dedicated and supportive staff who will 
care for them

A safe place to play and study

http://www.streetkidsinvietnam.com/newcentre2012/
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Blue Dragon United under-11’s football team won a 
tournament featuring teams from all around Hanoi; all 
those hours of practice really paid off! The score in the 
final was 8-nil. Afterwards, they each received a gold 
medal at a special ceremony, something they were all 
very proud of.   

For the time being, our players are getting a rest from 
soccer and are spending some time at the swimming 
pool - good news for the sweltering summer months! 
We’ll be back on the pitch soon to train our champions 
for their next match.

Highlights

At the end of March, Blue Dragon led a rescue team to the garment factories of Ho Chi 
Minh City. We located 9 girls and 1 boy, aged 11-15, living under the “care” of the fac-
tory owner. The woman acted as though she was helping them out of the goodness of 
her heart, but the kids’ pleading eyes told a different story. “She would beat us to death 
if you left us,” one told us. 

We’re so happy to have brought these kids home to Hue in central Vietnam, but it’s get-
ting harder to run these rescue missions. Factory owners hide the kids away when they 
know Blue Dragon is in town, and are becoming more hostile when we do find them.

For now, we’re focusing on getting these kids back in school with our full support so 
they’ll never be forced to work against their will again.

Rescue Mission

School’s out
It’s the end of the school year and that means Blue 
Dragon’s drop-in centre is filling up with kids! 

In Hanoi, Blue Dragon social workers are planning 
lots of activities over the summer months. There 
will be swimming, arts, music, and trips for chil-
dren with disabilites and for students who have 
excelled at school over the past year. 

The school year has also ended for the 750 chil-
dren kids supported through Blue Dragon in ru-
ral Bac Ninh province. We organised a closing 
ceremony to acknowledge their achievements at 
school, and of course we made time for some fun 
and games!

Victory on the pitch

Staff Profile: Do Van Diep
 
What’s your job?
I’ve been a Social Worker 
at Blue Dragon in Ha-
noi for about 6 years. I 
work in Blue Dragon’s 
residence where we ac-
commodate former street 
children.

Why is Blue Dragon a 
special place to you?
Because for me Blue 
Dragon is like my fam-
ily. I was a street kid, and 
I received caring and love 
here .

What kind of services 
did you receive at Blue 
Dragon?
Education, health care, a 
place to live and more.

Why did you want to be a 
social worker?
I wanted to work with 
kids and help disadvan-
taged children I used to be 
like.

What is an average day 
like for you?
Meeting kids and talking 
to them to see how they are 
doing. If they have a prob-
lem, I help them deal with 
it. I also play games with 
the kids.

Dancing at the Bac Ninh 
closing ceremony

We are the champions!
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Make a difference - Click below to Donate today!  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

learn more about BLue Dragon online

www.streetkidsinvietnam.com

Or Email us at info@bdcf.org   
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Featured fundraisers

For Rollo Browne’s 60th birthday in April, he decided to ask friends and family to donate to Blue 
Dragon instead of getting him a gift. Together, they raised over $410! Happy Birthday Rollo!

The dancers at Apsara Dance Studio in Hanoi shimmied and shook their hips to raise money for 
the kids at Blue Dragon. They showed off their moves at a local mall while raising awareness and 
over $350. Thanks Apsara, Picomall, CBRE Vietnam & Fry!

The Red River Runners held their second annual Hanoi Triathalon in April. They raised enough 
money to buy 20 new bikes for some of our students who will use them to ride to school. A big 
thank you to everyone who took part in a great race!

Volunteering your time to fundraise is a great way to support children in need in Vietnam. There’s no limit to the 
ways you can raise money - you could organise a dinner party, run (or walk) a marathon, shave your head, have a 
bake sale or flash mob your local shopping centre!

We’re happy to help you with ideas and materials for your fundraiser. Click here to download our fundraising pack, 
or email info@bdcf.org to get in touch.

http://vietnamstreets.blogspot.com/
http://www.youtube.com/user/BlueDragonVietnam
http://www.streetkidsinvietnam.com
http://www.streetkidsinvietnam.com/contact-us/
mailto:info%40bdcf.org?subject=
http://www.streetkidsinvietnam.com/donations/
http://www.streetkidsinvietnam.com/BlueDragonFundraisingpack.zip
mailto:info%40bdcf.org?subject=
http://www.streetkidsinvietnam.com
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Blue-Dragon-Childrens-Foundation/49984917234

