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Tuan 
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assessment 
with the 
therapist.

Therapy for Kids 
Blue Dragon works with many children with disabilities who have been living without 

any access to therapy that can improve their lives. Therapy would not only be too expen-

sive for their families, but would also mean a loss of income for the parent who has to 

take them there.  Thanks to the help of some therapists from a local hospital, several 

of Blue Dragon’s children are now provided free physical therapy once a week at our 

centre. 

Some thoughts on therapy from the kids:

Tuan Anh, age 11, told the therapist, “My legs are weak, but I’m very handsome. So please 
help me.”  Well, how can you refuse a request like that? 

Our cheeky little Tan, on the other hand, asked the therapist, “Isn’t it time for you to go home yet?” In 
spite of his drama, 6 year old Tan can now walk to school with the help of his social worker, a feat he 
couldn’t accomplish three months ago. 

Little Photographers, Big Lessons
Children from the Blue Dragon drop-in centre have spent the past few months studying with 

English photographer Darren Zlatareff.  They went on photo shoots, explored other photogra-

phers’ styles and learned techniques that would help them improve their skills. 

In addition to taking photos on and around the famous Long Bien Bridge, the kids, ranging in 

age from 6 to 18, decided to interview some of the people they photographed, making their 

experience that much more valuable. 

The culmination of this project, funded by a grant from ArtAction in Singapore, can be seen 

in the fi nal product, a book titled Dragon of the River Banks: Images of Long Bien Bridge taken by 

Children of Blue Dragon. The book was published and printed locally and is now available for 

sale in local book shops. 

It’s safe to say that the kids not only had a great time on their photography adventures, but 

also learned a lot in the process. Way to go, kids!

Tan 
practices 
walking 
down the 
stairs.

Vuong, age 14
“I did 3 Interviews. I feel more confi dent now that I have done an interview.”  

Khanh, age 16
“After one photography course, I have already taken some good photos of Long Bien Bridge 
and the people living around it. After many interviews, I know more about this bridge.”

Gam, age 12
“The best thing about the photography course was listening to many memories of people 
who live near the bridge. I learned many good things from the course and I hope I will 
have more chances to take photos.

- Vuong

- Khanh

- Gam
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“The result is 
a steady growth in 

children being sent 
to work on streets or 

in factories, in order to 
send home money to 

replace the income 
that was lost.”

The economic crisis seems to be all we hear about these days, and Vietnam 

is no exception to this fi nancial plague. The families here who had fi nally 

managed to escape poverty are now suddenly fi nding that they are back where 

they started. Ten years of progress, undone in a 

matter of months. Jobs which were once a 

lifeline for entire communities are fast 

drying up, and no new opportunities 

are appearing on the horizon.  

While the basic problems are the 

same – redundancies, foreclosures, 

bankruptcies – the consequences for 

Vietnamese families are greatly magni-

fi ed. When dad loses his job  carrying bricks 

for a construction project that suddenly shuts 

down, the kids may be sent to earn money as beggars, 

or even be sold to factories.  

Coupled with an already high infl ation rate – some-

where around 20% these days – life for the poor is 

much more diffi cult than it was a year ago. 

The result is a steady growth in children being sent 

to work on the streets or in factories, in order to send 

home money to replace the income that was lost.

How has this affected Blue Dragon?

Having more families in poverty in Vietnam also means a lot more work for charities 

like Blue Dragon. And with donors now less able to give, there are less resources than 

ever with which we can help. We’re facing tough times, but we can make it through 

with your support. 

Tough Times Ahead

New  WEBSITE!
www.streetkidsinvietnam.com

Tell us what you think of our new site.

Join us on FACEBOOK!
Look for us in a variety of places and help us 

spread the word about Blue Dragon.

*Join our Facebook Group

*Become a Fan of Blue Dragon

*Support our Cause

Do some SHOPPING!
Purchase from the following companies 

and select us as your charity of choice. A 

portion of the sales will go to us.  

Send an e-card
www.greetings.photobox.co.uk                            

Health & beauty products
www.togetherinlife.net                            

Teddy bears & Baby quilts
www.littlesmartys.com.au 

T-Shirts (bulk orders)
www.nonprofi tees.org

 

       Keep ordering GIFT CARDS!
Gift card sales really  helped us over the 

holiday season, but they make great gifts all 

year long. To order a gift card any time of year, 

contact us at  info@bdcf.org.

Easy ways to help

Follow the BLOG!
www.vietnamstreets.blogspot.com

Become a regular follower of our blog and fi nd out all 

of the exciting news as it happens! From building new 

houses, to rescuing traffi cked children, you will fi nd the 

detailed stories here! 

You can make a difference: Sponsor a child!You can make a difference: Sponsor a child!   
Cost: $28AUD per month
We have over 100 children, just like the children 
pictured here, who need a sponsor. 

For more information on how you can spon-
sor a child, please visit our website or email 
sponsorship@bdcf.org. 
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Make a difference in the lives of these children!
Send a donation today!
The work we do here at Blue Dragon has had some amazing results – but we couldn’t do it 
without your support! Please help us continue changing children’s lives for the better by 
contributing today. Every little bit helps!

Donate online:
Go to our website www.streetkidsinvietnam.com and follow the prompts to donate using your credit card. 

Send a cheque: 
To receive a tax deductible receipt (Australian citizens only), 
make your cheque out to “AFAP - Blue Dragon Children’s Foundation” and send it to:
PO Box 12
Crows Nest NSW 1585
(AFAP will process your donation and pass on 100% of the proceeds to Blue Dragon).

Donate through Other Means:
There are other ways to send your donation to Blue Dragon, depending on where you are!
Email us to ask about the easiest way to donate info@bdcf.org

We are an AFAP
community partner.

The kids try 

out their new 

shin guards.

Tho helps one 

of the younger 

children with his 

new socks.

Soccer - Our Biggest Outreach 
Since it’s inception in 2003, Blue Dragon has relied on our Sunday Soc-

cer games to reach out to Hanoi’s street kids. Children from the poorest 

areas are invited to play with us every week. The games give us a chance 

to meet kids in need, and in turn the children have a chance to get to know 

and trust us.  Recently, our soccer program received some pretty nice 

upgrades! 

When we fi rst started our Sunday Soccer program, most of the kids would turn 

up to play in their bare feet. We’ve since provided them all with basic sneakers 

to play in. But last month, thanks to a generous donation of soccer gear from the 

PassBack Program,  Pennine United and Timothy Gable, all of  the USA, nearly 60 

kids received shin guards, socks, bags, jerseys, balls and even cleats. 

Better Coaches!
Two of our staff who run the Sunday Soccer program, Tho and Diep, were invited 

to attend a one-week training camp for soccer coaches, hosted by Premier Skills 

and the British Council. And while they were exhausted when they returned from 

the camp,  they were ecstatic about the new coaching skills they’d acquired. On 

their fi rst Sunday back, the pair tested some of the warm-up techniques they’d 

learned. The response? “The kids LOVED it! They were so excited and played so 

much more enthusiastically,” Tho reported. It’s good to see the kids all learning 

and growing in such a healthy way. 


