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The saddest goodbye
All of us at Blue Dragon were shocked and saddened at the loss of one of our 
boys last month. 

Le Dinh Nghia, 20, was killed in a hit and run incident near his home town in 
northern Vietnam on February 24, 2012. 

Nghia had been with us since 2006, when we met him working as a shoe-
shine boy on the streets. Nghia moved into a Blue Dragon shelter, returned 
to school, and later studied a training course on mobile phone repair. 

At the time of his death, Nghia had just opened his second mobile phone 
shop, where he hoped to offer training to other disadvantaged young people. 

We will always miss Nghia’s beautiful smile and caring spirit. Since the news 
was announced on our blog, many people around the world have written in 
support, and even made donations in his memory. Thank you to all who have 
shown us your care and concern over these past few weeks.

Nhung - from the countryside to university

With four children to support, and her mother often sick, her father was forced to leave the family and work in Hanoi. 
But the $25 a month he was able to send back home was not enough to save their small farm, despite the hard work of 
Nhung’s older sister.

With no animals to provide an income, high medical expenses and debts, there was simply no money left for Nhung’s 
school fees. 

That’s when Blue Dragon stepped in. Nhung’s sponsor supported Nhung’s school fees, books, uniforms and other costs 
so she could continue her education. And she did, gaining top marks in high school and a place at the prestigious Uni-
versity of Commerce in Hanoi.

Nhung’s hard work has paid off. Her goal is to use her education to help break her family’s cycle of poverty. And we 
believe she will do just that.

Nghia, at the Blue Dragon centre 

Offering long-term support to kids is very important to the work of Blue Drag-
on. And in the case of Nhung, over eight years of support have given her the 
opportunity for a better life through education.

For Nhung, her dream to study at university started years ago when she got 
the help she needed to stay in school.

Nhung is one of the many children Blue Dragon supports in rural Bac Ninh 
province. Nhung’s Blue Dragon story started in 2004. Her family life had been 
turned upside down by poverty.

http://vietnamstreets.blogspot.com/2012/02/yesterday-in-early-afternoon-our-world.html
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Staff Profile 

What’s your name?
Nguyen Van Lan (Lan)
 
What’s your job?
I’m a Project Officer in Blue 
Dragon’s Stay In School 
Program in rural Bac Ninh 
province.
 
How did you first get in-
volved with Blue Dragon?
Like many other staff, I 
started off as a volunteer 
for Blue Dragon before join-
ing as staff later.
 
Who are the kids that you 
help?
Blue Dragon’s Stay In 
School Program supports 
children who are at high 
risk of dropping out of 
school due to poverty or dis-
ability.

What is an average day 
like for you?
I visit the kids at their 
homes or schools and ar-
range for the payment of 
their school fees.

What’s the best part of your 
job?
Welcoming new children 
into our program. A good 
education gives them hope 

for the future.

Bac Ninh province is just 45 
kilometres from Hanoi, but 
the extreme poverty makes  
this rural area seem a world 
away from the economic 
opportunities in the capital 
city. In fact, Bac Ninh is one 
of the poorest and most 
densely populated provinc-
es in Vietnam.

From early on, Blue Dragon 
saw many children from 
Bac Ninh living and work-
ing on the streets of Hanoi. Why? Their families were so poor that even the chil-
dren needed to earn money to buy food, shelter and clothing. There was certainly no 
money for school fees, books or uniforms. This created a very high school drop-out 
rate for children from Bac Ninh.  

Providing opportunities for education is one of the core areas of Blue Dragon’s work. 
In 2004, we began supporting individual students and their schools through our 
sponsorship program. The majority of these students are from farming families. 

Through the generous support of our sponsors and donors, we currently support 
758 disadvantaged children in 28 primary and secondary schools to stay in school, 
broadening their education, training and employment opportunities. Our sponsor-

ship program not only covers 
the cost of children’s annual 
school fees, but also school 
books, uniforms and statio-
nery for a school year. 

Blue Dragon’s sponsors also 
support the schools and larg-
er community as funds are 
put aside for building and 
repairing houses, providing 
classroom materials, organ-
ising parents’ workshops 
and   medical costs for kids. 

Shaping futures, keeping kids in school

Rural school children cycle to school on donated bikes

To learn more about sponsoring a child’s education, please click here or email 
sponsor@bdcf.org.

A Blue Dragon workshop in Bac Ninh

www.streetkidsinvietnam.com/get-involved/sponsor-a-child/
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Blue Dragon Children’s Foundation USA is now up and running, with a board of 
volunteers working in the United States to change the lives of children in Vietnam.

Our application to the US Internal Revenue Service for 501(c)(3) (tax deductible)
status is currently being processed. This means that any donations made in this 
interim period will be tax deductible if we receive a favourable outcome.

In the past, Blue Dragon has worked with the 100 Friends organisation to gain tax 
deductibility for our US donors. We are very thankful for their support over the years. 
For those of you who have donated via 100 Friends in the past, or who have a recur-
ring donation, please take a few minutes to set up future donations directly to Blue 
Dragon. This can be done easily by following the link to our donations page here, or 
email us for further information at info@bdcf.org.

Tax deductibility for donors in the USA!

An Auditor

We need someone who is registered as an auditor in Australia, but not necessarily based there, to audit the books of 
Blue Dragon Children’s Foundation International (BDCFI). BDCFI is the Australian parent organisation of Blue Dragon 
Vietnam. The audit will not be extensive, as BDCFI has minimal financial transactions, but it will be a great help to us. 

If you are interested, or know of an auditor who would be happy 
to donate some time, please email Sussie, a Blue Dragon Board 
member, at sussie@iprimus.com.au.

Fundraisers

Are you interested in developing fundraising and promotional 
activities to support our work? Do you have experience or an 
interest in organising fundraising events? 

We are looking for volunteers who can work as a team, prefer-
ably based in Sydney, to develop and organise fun and effective 
ways we can raise money for Blue Dragon’s work. 

Please contact Heather, a Blue Dragon Board member, at blue-
dragonheather@gmail.com and let us know about yourself and 
your skills and experience.

Helping Blue Dragon

3 Ways YOU can 
help today! 

(that don’t involve giving 
money)

1- Forward this newsletter to 2 people 
who might be interested in our work.

2- Write a blurb about Blue Dragon in 
your work or school newsletter or on 

your blog.

3- Encourage friends and family to         
donate or sponsor a child.

There are many ways to help out at Blue Dragon: sponsoring, donating and spreading the word. We are also very ap-
preciative of the volunteers who are also essential to our work. At the moment, we need the help of:

http://www.streetkidsinvietnam.com/donations/
http://www.streetkidsinvietnam.com/donations/
http://www.streetkidsinvietnam.com/get-involved/sponsor-a-child/
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Click one of the icons below to donate online.

        

        (Worldwide)                                    Tax-deductible
    Not tax-deductible                                     for Australians
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Donate today!  

info@bdcf.org   

www.vietnamstreets.blogspot.com

www.streetkidsinvietnam.com
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Blue Dragon around the world…
Want to get further involved? There are Blue Dragon support groups in Australia, NZ and the USA.

• Blue Dragon Children’s Foundation International: This is the Australian Board that governs our work in Vietnam. The 
Board meets quarterly, and can be contacted at sussie@iprimus.com.au.

• Blue Dragon Children’s Foundation USA: Please email info@bdcf.org for more information.
• Blue Dragon Children’s Trust (New Zealand): This is the Wellington-based Blue Dragon support group. The Trust can 

be contacted at bdctnz@gmail.com.
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How to learn more about BLue Dragon
Read new stories every week on 
the Blue Dragon blog            

Find Blue Dragon 
Children’s Foundation on Facebook

Watch Blue Dragon’s movies on YouTube

Featured fundraisers

Here’s what some of our friends around the world have been doing to help children in Vietnam...

                                Zoe Lamond from NSW, Australia, organised a Blue Dragon day at her school with Vietnamese                                                            
t                               themed games. It raised $2000! A big thank you to all involved.

Instead of receiving presents on their last birthday, Anna (7), Austin (6), Angela (4) and Amanda (3) 
and their parents encouraged their friends to donate to Blue Dragon. Altogether they raised $350! 
Thank you very much guys!

                          

                              

To find out about other organisations and people who have donated to Blue Dragon click here.

The Modena Theatre Workshop and Scuole Medie Paoli / San Carlo raised $600 by organising perfor-
mances of the Wizard of Oz. A great night was had by all involved, and the funds raised will have a 
effect felt well past the final curtain call.

http://www.streetkidsinvietnam.com/contact-us/
http://www.vietnamstreets.blogspot.com
http://www.streetkidsinvietnam.com
https://app.etapestry.com/bbphosted/AustralianFoundationforthe/OnlineDonation.html
http://www.streetkidsinvietnam.com/donations/
http://vietnamstreets.blogspot.com/
http://vietnamstreets.blogspot.com/
http://www.facebook.com/#!/pages/Blue-Dragon-Childrens-Foundation/49984917234
http://www.youtube.com/user/BlueDragonVietnam
http://www.streetkidsinvietnam.com/learn-about-blue-dragon/our-supporters/

