
DRAGON TALES

When we first met 
Thuc* in 2007, he was 
a wild 13 year old living 
on the streets. He and 
his friends were loud 
and quick to fight, and 
sometimes scared the 
other kids at the Blue 
Dragon centre! Then 
one day, a social worker 
named Phuong noticed 
something strange…

She was taking the kids to a local museum by bicycle and someone asked 
Thuc for a ride. A bit too quickly, Thuc said, “Oh, my legs are tired, and you’re 
too heavy anyway. You give me a ride!” Phuong watched the scene and she 
realised: Thuc didn’t know how to ride a bike.

No matter how tough he acted, he was still a boy who didn’t want to be 
embarrassed in front of his friends. 

Later, Phuong asked if he wanted to learn to ride. The street-savvy kid was 
angry at first that someone had seen through his tough exterior, but Phuong 
didn’t give up. She insisted they would spend as much time as it took to get 
Thuc riding a bicycle. “Just the two of us,” Phuong said. 

Two days later, he was whizzing around parks in Hanoi – and of course 
challenging everyone to races! 

Phuong’s patience gave Thuc a sense of self-
esteem that deeply affected him. As he realized 
that people really cared about him, he treated 
others with more respect.

Today, Thuc is 19 years old and still part of the 
Blue Dragon family. Over the years, there have 
been ups and downs, but nobody has ever 
given up on him. At Blue Dragon, making sure 
the kids get the best quality of care often starts 
with a quiet persistence and continues with 
lasting friendship and trust. 

*All children’s names have been changed
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Training wheels

Bluey’s coming too, of course!

Attention 
friends in the USA!
Michael Brosowski, co-founder 
and CEO of Blue Dragon, and Diep 
Do Van, a former street kid turned 
social worker, are coming to a town 
near you!

8-14 March: Denver, CO to see our 
friends in the Rockies. Author John 
Shors will host a presentation at his 
home Sunday, 10 March. 

14-18 March: Houston, TX for 
some southern hospitality. Listen 
for an interview with KUHF Radio 
on Friday, 15 March and join us that 
evening for a fundraising event.

18-24 March: Lakeland and Tampa, 
FL to round out the trip before 
heading home. There are plenty of 
opportunities to meet Michael and 
Diep if you’re in the area. 

Thuc at Blue Dragon’s 
Tet Awards

 Street kids will always surprise you!

Don’t feel left out, Australians! 
Michael will be in Melbourne and 
Sydney this May. Contact us for 
more information or if you’d like to 
attend an event. 
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In January, we held the annual Blue Dragon Tet Awards celebration 
in Hanoi. The whole Blue Dragon family got together for a night 
of singing, dancing, eating and celebrating the achievements of 
every kid at Blue Dragon. Check out this fabulous movie made by 
the team at C3 Viet Nam. 

• Feed everyone at our Dragon House Centre and shelters for three months
• Rescue at least another 21 trafficked kids in 2013
• Buy 66 brand new bikes for rural kids to help them get to and from   
  school ...which we’ve already done! It’s above and beyond what we  
  hoped for. Thank you to everyone who made a donation. Your gifts 
  have changed so many lives.

Chuc Mung Nam Moi!

www.streetkidsinvietnam.com

Red Stocking Christmas Campaign
donors have made it possible to...

 This young student is ready to ride!

Pat Hawkins came to Hanoi for a holiday, but 
you can hardly say he relaxed! Pat repaired 
Dragon House’s doors, smoke detectors and 
so much more. We miss you already, Pat! 

US Congresswoman Sheila Jackson Lee of 
Texas’ 18th District came to learn about our 
anti-trafficking work and share some tasty treats 
with the kids at the drop-in centre. Thanks to 
the US Embassy in Hanoi for organising such 
a lovely visit. 

Singapore American School lent a hand at a 
local school for children with disabilities. They 
were quick and professional – in two days, they 
completed two murals! Thank you for bringing 
color and energy into the school (right). 

Visitor Highlights

What’s New at Blue?

A well-deserved award The kids in Bac Ninh and Hue Provinces also celebrated at Tet Ceremonies. 
In Bac Ninh, this dance team performed wonderfully at the Talent Show

In January, we hosted a casual 
meetup for our Hanoi volunteers, 
complete with a silly game to 
get things going. Players had to 
extinguish a candle with a carrot on 
a string tied around their waists. It 
was hilarious! Thank you so much 
for giving your time.

We can never say it enough:
THANK YOU VOLUNTEERS!  

Volunteering is not as 
easy as it looks!

info@bdcf.org   
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Blue Dragon has the best supporters any charity 
could ask for, including the de Boer family who 
live in Thailand. In January, the family contacted 
Blue Dragon and asked if we knew any children 
who needed medical support. 

As a matter of fact, we did. 

As an infant, Binh* was diagnosed with cerebral 
palsy and has difficulty walking. His family was 
told the problem in his feet could be corrected 
with two surgeries - which they couldn’t afford.

When the de Boers heard about Binh’s mobility 
problems, they decided to pay for his surgeries. 
Binh’s family was thrilled, and the surgeries are 
scheduled for this summer. 

Then our friends 
abroad went a step 
further, offering to 
help Binh and his 
family for Tet, the 
Lunar New Year.

Within a day, Binh went to a market with a Blue 
Dragon staff member. For the first time ever, 
Binh had his own pair of shoes, and his sister 
was treated to a new outfit. The de Boers also 
provided groceries including fresh meat, a treat 
for the family who usually eats rice, fish sauce 
and some vegetables from the garden. 

Thank you Mirjam, Sandor, Tom and Rik... you 
made Tet extra special for Binh and his family! 

The Extra Mile

www.streetkidsinvietnam.com
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Getting Results

On a chilly February night, a teenage girl named Thuy* 
prepared to escape from a Chinese brothel. 

This was the fourth brothel where Thuy was forced to 
work after being tricked to go on a ‘shopping trip’ to a 
border town in the North of Vietnam. She was taken to 
a house filled with other Vietnamese girls. When she 
asked where she was, one of the girls turned to her and 
snapped, “Don’t you get it? You’ve been sold!” She knew 
then she had been trafficked. That was two years ago.

Finally in February, a man named Van came to rescue 
her, but she didn’t believe him. How could she trust 
this stranger? But Van, a lawyer for Blue Dragon, had 
something special: a small photo of Thuy as a girl, 
waving at the camera in front of her childhood home. 
The photograph had been given to Van by Thuy’s 
mother, along with a plea: bring my daughter back!

So on that chilly night, Thuy slipped out of the brothel, 
past a sympathetic guard who wished her good luck. 
She and another trafficked girl snuck into a waiting taxi 
and began their journey back to Vietnam with Van.

The Story of a Photograph 

Binh is always smiling!

Binh at the market
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Featured fundraisers

The Rally Indochina gang are serious about stopping child trafficking. 
So serious, in fact, that Mark Wyndham has pledged that for every 
$250 raised on his GoFundraise page, he will wear a hot pink ao 
dai (traditional Vietnamese dress) for a day during the April 8-22 
motorbike rally from Hanoi to Hue. Visit his page, make a donation 
so this year’s Rally Indochina is the most fashionable yet! 

Oscar Hamada, who lives in Hanoi, turned 8 in February. Instead 
of presents, he asked for donations to Blue Dragon Children’s 
Foundation. Thank you so much, Oscar, and we hope you had a great 
birthday! Your gifts will make a lot of kids very, very happy.

Kayla Ringelheim learned about Blue 
Dragon through Sing Me A Story, a website 
connecting songwriters with stories by kids 
in need. Kayla has just released Wandering 
Feet, and part of the album sales will be 
donated back to Blue Dragon. Congrats on 
your fantastic album, Kayla.

Jenny and Max Callaghan know 
how to throw a party: they hosted a 
fundraiser at their home and raised 
$2,160! With the help of their friends 
and family, guests were treated to 
quiz games, Vietnamese food and 
a raffle of original artwork by Max.  
Looking forward to your next bash!

Pots ‘n Pans, a Hanoi restaurant, is donating proceeds from a special 
dish on their spring menu: quail with lotus rice stuffing with a dark 
sticky caramel glaze, served with sesame baby vegetable and fresh 
coriander. Sounds good to us! Do you have a restaurant and are 
interested in having a special Blue Dragon Dish? Drop us a line.

Staff Profile: 
Hieu Trinh Thanh

What do you do at Blue?
I’m a Communications Officer. 
What  is your typical day like?
My job includes administrative 
duties, hosting visitors, developing 
products, managing in-kind 
donations, sales and marketing, 
and coordinating volunteers. 
I support staff with tasks like 
printing, distributing donations, 
suggesting volunteer placements 
and more. I also do a jewelery 
class with the kids each week.
Do you have a special connection 
with any kids?
I’ve worked at Blue Dragon for 10 
months, which is not long, but 
the children all impress me. One 
girl in particular has overcome 
many difficulties in her family 
and is achieving great results at 
University. She’s my Little Miss 
Sunshine! Her bright smile keeps 
me motivated to work harder for 
her and the other kids. 
Anything you want to share 
about your job or your colleagues?
My job is interesting and 
challenging. To keep supporting 
disadvantaged kids, we’re always 
working hard to find funding 
and donations. Fortunately we 
receive very good responses from 
our sponsors and donors!

www.streetkidsinvietnam.com
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You can 
put this 
guy...

...in this 
dress!

Jenny, Max and their 
five children 

BDCF International will be hosting a Trivia Night Fundraiser on 
Saturday 18 May in Sydney to coincide with Michael Brosowski’s 
visit. Raffles, food...and MC and Quiz Master Bruce Elder!
Visit the Facebook page to learn more.

Blue Dragon Children’s Foundation is an Australian grassroots organisation. We rely on support from donors, sponsors and fundraisers 

around the world to continue our work with disadvantaged youth in Vietnam. If you would like to be involved, please email info@bdcf.
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