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Showing he cares
To say that Vuong* has had a difficult life would be an enormous 
understatement. He ran away from home when he was only 10 years old 
and lived rough on the streets for three years before Blue Dragon met him. 
Understandably, you might expect him to be a real tough nut, someone 
who doesn’t care about anyone or anything; but you would be very wrong.

In August, we took a group of youths, including Vuong, to an orphanage to 
learn about the many different job options there. The social workers at the 
orphanage gave the Blue Dragon kids the opportunity to get involved and 
care for the children. Vuong immediately started to play with one of the 
children and proved to be a natural and gentle carer. 

‘I felt so happy and lucky,’ said 15 year old Vuong, who was surprised by 
how much he enjoyed caring for the young children.

Vuong believes he is very fortunate to have found Blue Dragon, to live 
safely in one of our shelters and go to school. He was deeply touched by 

the children’s difficulties, and enjoyed looking after them so much that he now leads a group of Blue Dragon youths who 
regularly volunteer at the orphanage. 

It is particularly gratifying to see Blue Dragon kids living the values we work by: to show respect, care and concern for 
everyone. We are so proud of Vuong and the Blue Dragon kids.

Vuong now knows what he wants to do with his life and dreams of being a social worker himself one day. With so much 
passion and determination we believe anything is possible! 

* Not his real name.

In September, Blue Dragon assisted Vietnamese 
border police in the rescue of four girls from 
central Vietnam, aged 15 to 22. The girls were 
tricked by the traffickers into believing they 
were going ‘south’ for good jobs. In fact, the 
traffickers were taking them north to China! 
Without their knowledge, they were destined 
to be sold into the sex trade.

A Vietnamese border patrol saw the group 
as they were crossing into China and was 
immediately suspicious, because the girls 
belong to the Khmu ethnic group and are very 
distinctive in their appearance. The officers’ 
quick thinking led to the immediate arrest of 
the two traffickers and a call to Blue Dragon to 
bring them safely home. The ring leader was 
arrested soon afterwards trying to flee to Laos.

Blue Dragon has been working in this border 
area for some time and regularly organises 
training for police, communities and officials. 
Blue Dragon’s Chief Lawyer said, ‘It is fantastic 
that the police and border guards are being so 
proactive in fighting this evil trade.’

Saved in the nick of time
Resue!  

Appeal Update
You helped us raise  

an amazing 

$314,771
to rescue children from 
slavery and exploitation. 

Thank you  
for your support!

Happy to be free and on the way home

Waiting to give their statements

Vuong feeding one of the orphans

Red Stocking 
Christmas 
Campaign 

coming soon!

http://vietnamstreets.blogspot.com/
http://www.youtube.com/user/BlueDragonVietnam?sub_confirmation=1
http://www.bluedragon.org
https://twitter.com/BlueDragonVN
mailto:info%40bdcf.org?subject=Dragon%20Tales%20inquiry
https://www.facebook.com/bluedragonvietnam
http://www.bluedragon.org/what-we-do/our-work/project-x/
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A brilliant start to her career

kia ora New Zealand! 

Blue Dragon social worker and 
former Blue Dragon kid, Phuong, 
has travelled to New Zealand  to 
study English for three months. 
This is the second scholarship that 
the Taupo Language and Outdoor 
Education Centre has donated to 
Blue Dragon. We are very proud 
of Phuong’s achievements and 
her transition from a shy 14 year 
old to an accomplished social 
worker. Congratulations Phuong 
and good luck! 

Visitor highlights

In August, we welcomed 13 staff and travel agents 
from Intrepid Travel, who were visiting Vietnam on a 
familiarisation tour. Most were visiting Vietnam for the 
first time, so it was a great opportunity for them to meet  
our kids and learn more about the work that the Intrepid 
Foundation supports. 

During the summer, ANZ Bank delivered four workshops 
to 65 Blue Dragon youth to improve their skills in 
identifying career paths, and seeking and preparing 
for jobs. With a focus on career orientation, the 
training also included soft skills in time management, 
communications and teamwork. 

It was a great pleasure for Blue Dragon to host the 
official signing ceremony for its funding agreement 
with ITO Supporting Comity from Japan. Their support 
has helped us provide a better and safer environment 
for the kids. They also gave gifts of clothing and medical 
care to 225 disadvantaged children. 

In July, 36 Danish scouts visited Dragon House to have 
breakfast with Blue Dragon kids. The scouts brought 
gifts of stationery and snacks, and performed a ‘really 
cool’ cheering chant to thank the Blue Dragon children.

Here at Blue Dragon, we are inspired by the interest, motivation and enthusiasm of 
students of all ages around the world who want to reach out and assist other kids. 
In recognition of this support, we recently appointed gifted education, English and 
drama specialist, Kim Miller, as our first School Liaison Officer. 

Kim will support school fundraising, and plans to create curriculum-based resources 
on topics like poverty, homelessness, child labour and human trafficking. 

Kim will be reaching out to schools, teachers and students both online and through 
personal visits, and will lead school service trips in Hanoi and to projects in rural 
areas. ‘I’m here to make these learning experiences authentic and have a significant 
impact,’ says Kim.

Please contact kim@bdcf.org if you would like to arrange a school visit or service trip. 

Blue Dragon tertiary student, Mien, recently secured her dream job as a preschool teacher with 
a kindergarten in her hometown in rural Vietnam. Mien graduated from teacher training college 
in the summer after studying preschool education for two years. Despite family difficulties and 
her own ill health, Mien studied hard and achieved brilliant results.

Quick fact: Did you know that Blue Dragon students are three times more likely to enroll in 
tertiary studies than kids in similar economic circumstances? We recently compared data from 
the World Bank with our own tertiary enrolment records and discovered how well we are doing 
in helping kids achieve their educational dreams.

More support for schools

A recent school service trip: kids helping kids

mailto:kim%40bdcf.org?subject=Dragon%20Tales%20inquiry
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Blue Dragon staff usually work tirelessly behind the scenes, 
rarely receiving public acknowledgement for their dedication 
to Vietnamese kids. So we are thrilled to have not just one, but 
two, of our staff recognised for their outstanding achievements.

In June, the US Secretary of State, Secretary John Kerry, 
honoured Blue Dragon’s Chief Lawyer, Mr Van Ta, by naming 
him as a ‘2014 Trafficking in Persons Hero’. 

Van has been rescuing trafficked children for Blue Dragon for 
more than nine years. In that time, he and his team have rescued 
352 girls and boys directly from brothels and sweatshops, and 
helped each one to go home and begin life anew. 

Ms Tuyen, Manager of Blue Dragon’s Stay in School program 
(centre, in red), received the Hanoi International Women’s 
Club’s annual Female Vision Award in September. The Award 
recognises Vietnamese women who have the drive, passion 
and audacity to ‘dream big’ and help others. This is a great 
encouragement for Tuyen, who has supported thousands of 
rural children to go to school over the past five years.

We are very proud of both Van’s and Tuyen’s achievements 
and pleased to see their success acknowledged and rewarded.

Drowning is one of the leading causes of death in children over the age of one in 
Vietnam, with at least 10 children drowning here every day. Many of these lives 
could be saved if the children knew how to swim. 

Every year Blue Dragon runs a range of activities during the summer school 
vacation, including life skills, arts and crafts and, of course, swimming. 

This year we took a different approach. With the help of Water Safety Vietnam 
we trained a group of older kids as trainers to teach the younger ones to swim. 
Aung* (pictured) is 17 and was one of the most enthusiastic ‘trainers’. He actively 
encouraged the younger children to participate and patiently helped them to 
become confident in the water. We were particularly impressed by Aung’s ability 
to successfully share his skills and knowledge with others, and deeply touched by 
how much he clearly loved and cared for the kids. * Not his real name

Blue Dragon staff awarded

From street kid to swim teacher

Justice for ‘T’ update

Mr Van: Anti-trafficking hero

In September, Blue 
Dragon launched an 
emergency campaign 
to raise funds for ‘T’, a 
14 year old intellectually 
impaired and deaf boy 
from central Vietnam, 
who had been savagely 
beaten and raped by a 
neighbour.

Thanks to your support, we raised USD $3,176 for T’s 
medical treatment, to support his impoverished family 
and bring his rapist to justice.

T is now out of hospital and doing well. The suspected 
offender has been arrested and is awaiting trial. And 
soon, Blue Dragon’s disability support staff and legal 
team will visit him and start to build the case against 
the suspected offender.

In Vietnam, it is currently not a crime to rape a boy. 
We hope that the trial of T’s rapist will be the catalyst 
needed to mobilise support and change the law. Any 
person who rapes a child shouldn’t be allowed to get 
away with it, whether the victim is a boy or a girl.
 

This won’t be an easy task. T’s disability makes it difficult 
to communicate with him, and without his testimony it 
will be impossible to convict the offender of rape, but 
we are determine to get justice for T. 

Like us on Facebook to receive updates as the case 
progresses.

Ms Tuyen with some of her students

http://www.youtube.com/user/BlueDragonVietnam?sub_confirmation=1
http://www.bluedragon.org
https://twitter.com/BlueDragonVN
mailto:info%40bdcf.org?subject=Dragon%20Tales%20inquiry
https://www.facebook.com/bluedragonvietnam
https://www.facebook.com/bluedragonvietnam
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Staff Profile: 
Nguyen Thi Muoi (Thi Muoi)
Chef’s Assistant since 2009

What is your role at Blue Dragon?
I work in the kitchen at Dragon House and help 
the chef to cook lunch for the children. That 
means preparing ingredients, setting up and 
clearing the dining room and washing up.

What did you do before you joined Blue 
Dragon?
I used to work in construction. It was very hard 
work, with long hours in the sun and rain. It only 
paid 50,000 VND per day (about $2.50). I have 
a son with an intellectual disability, so life was 
very difficult for us, but we managed with Blue 
Dragon’s support. 

How did you come to work at Blue Dragon?
Four years ago, I asked my son’s social worker if 
she could help me find a better job. A week later, 
she told me she had found me a job with Blue 
Dragon. I was so happy! I only work part-time 
now, which gives me more time to spend time 
with my son and cook him dinner.

What is the best thing about working at 
Blue Dragon?
I love Blue Dragon and really enjoy working here. 
I am a good cook and like cooking, so it is the 
perfect job for me. But the best thing is seeing 
the children enjoy the food I have helped prepare 
and watching them grow up healthy and strong.  

Uk Please come along and meet Blue 
Dragon CEO, Michael Brosowski and 
Psychologist, Dinh Thi Minh Chau for a 
drink and a chat about our work at the 
Bridge Café, 81 Southwark Bridge Road, 
London on Thursday, 20 November from 
5pm to 7pm. For bookings and information 
contact cheah_vicky@yahoo.

Blue Dragon Children’s Foundation is an Australian grassroots organisation. 

We rely on support from donors, sponsors and fundraisers around the world to continue our work with disadvantaged youth in Vietnam.

Friends of Blue Dragon in Taupo, New 
Zealand, and Chinh, a former Blue Dragon 
student now living in Taupo, joined forces 
to organise a fantastic fundraising dinner 
in June. The Vietnamese-themed evening 
included a delicious banquet dinner, 
entertainment and Blue Dragon talk, and 
raised an incredible NZ$13,000.

More than 40 walkers joined a two-hour 
guided wildflower walk for Blue Dragon in 
the Ku-ring-gai Chase National Park, Sydney. 
Walkers were fed and watered with a great 
morning tea and a post walk champagne 
and gourmet lunch. It was the perfect way to 
welcome the Australian spring to Sydney and 
raise much needed funds for Blue Dragon’s 
work with girls trafficked to the sex trade.

The very first Great Minsk Charity Rally reached 
the end of its three-day journey through central 
Vietnam on 1 September. The event raised over 
$1,000 to fight child trafficking. A big thank you 
to Hoi An Motorbike Adventures who organised 
the event. If you are disappointed you missed 
out, you can join the 10-day Ho Chi Minh Trail 
rally in April 2015.

Supporter news

USA American citizens can now make 
online tax deductible donations to Blue 
Dragon through Give2Asia.  You can access 
the Blue Dragon Give2Asia page directly or 
via ‘Donate from the USA’ on our website.

http://www.youtube.com/user/BlueDragonVietnam?sub_confirmation=1
http://www.bluedragon.org
https://twitter.com/BlueDragonVN
mailto:info%40bdcf.org?subject=Dragon%20Tales%20inquiry
https://www.facebook.com/bluedragonvietnam
mailto:cheah_vicky%40yahoo.com?subject=Blue%20Dragon%20Bridge%20Cafe%20event
http://bluedragon.org/donate
http://www.bluedragon.org/get-involved/sponsor-a-child/
http://www.bluedragon.org/get-involved/fundraise/
http://www.rallyindochina.com/
http://www.rallyindochina.com/
http://www.give2asia.org/
http://www.give2asia.org/bluedragon
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