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The Blue Dragon 9
Putting an end to child trafficking

In August, Blue Dragon staff rescued 9 children who had been trafficked 

from central to southern Vietnam for work in garment factories. 

Each of the children, aged 11 to 15, was trafficked by men and women 

promising training and future employment to families living in extreme pov-

erty in Hue province. But instead of receiving training, the children were used 

as free labourers, slaving away for up to 16 hours per day cutting out cloth and 

acting as servants for the businesses that had bought them. 

Since our work began, Blue Dragon has rescued almost 40 children, including 

6 girls who were kidnapped and sold to a brothel in China. In every instance, 

our approach is the same: we demand the release of the children and call on the 

police to back us up if necessary. In every instance, we have persevered until we 

have succeeded. 

Our August rescue mission in Ho Chi Minh City was organised by Blue Dragon’s 

Legal Advocate along with a Red Cross representative and a former street kid who 

now works as the supervisor of a bar – quite a diverse team! Over three days, they 

were able to free 8 children, and then traveled over 700kms by train to reunite the 

children with their families. 

When the community heard the children’s shocking stories, one more mother 

asked us to help her daughter come home, too. One of our volunteers in Ho Chi 

Minh City stepped forward to rescue this girl, and 2 days later she was safely at 

home with her family. 

Rescuing trafficked children is powerful and sometimes emotional work; but it is 

only the beginning of our involvement in their lives. Once the children are home, 

Blue Dragon continues supporting their families to ensure that all of the rescued 

kids, along with their brothers and sisters, can go to school and are free from the 

fear of being taken away from their families again.
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Children are often sold 
to work in 

garment 
factories 
like this  

one.

Seven 
of The 
Blue Dragon 9  
returning home.

A trafficked 
girl is reunited 

with her family.

Our Goal?
To rescue 10 more trafficked 

children by year’s end. 

     

Your Role?                                                                                 
Fund the rescue and safe return 
home for a child who has been 

trafficked.

$400AUD

      To help, contact us at

    info@bdcf.org

www.vietnamstreets.blogspot.com

 

For MORE  

incredible stories on 

Blue Dragon’s work,  

check out our 

   blOG!

(tissues recommended)
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Off the mean streets
Life is getting tougher for the street kids of Vietnam.

Day by day, Blue Dragon meets more children living rough. They are out 

of school, separated from their families, and joining gangs to survive the 

streets. They spend most of their days sleeping 

under bridges, and their nights scavenging 

in markets and running from police. 

Through Blue Dragon’s outreach work, 

we have built up a relationship with some 

local gangs and faced the challenge of how 

to help kids in such difficult circumstances. 

While working with them is often difficult and 

sometimes frustrating, we have experienced 

great success in helping teens living on the            

    streets to make a change for the better.   

Here’s an update on two kids who quit the streets just over a year ago.

When Kien first came to Hanoi, he lived under the Long Bien Bridge and joined a 

gang working in the market at night. Since coming to Blue Dragon, he’s found that 

he has many interests and abilities. He works very well with the younger children in 

our center, so we set up a work experience program for him at a private internation-

al kindergarten. He also decided to try learning English and committed to studying 

a course in Language Link, a popular language school. When he finishes his work 

experience, Kien hopes to find a full-time job and move to semi-independent liv-

ing. He’s really come a long way!

At age 12, Tam has already spent many years living on the streets of Hanoi. 
With no family to care for him, Tam dropped out of school and hasn’t been back. 

Between stints in detention centers, he’s been living under bridges and stealing 

in markets to survive. 

Tam really had a ‘hard edge’ when we first met him, but he’s spent the past 12 

months living in a Blue Dragon home and joining informal classes at our cen-

ter. These days, he seems much more like an average kid. But the best news 

of all - Tam has just returned to school and is studying in Grade 4! 

Kien 
volunteers 
to help one of our children 
with disabilities. 

Tam studies computer 
skills in Blue Dragon’s  
center.

We couldn’t do it 
without your help!

from our 
amazing 
social 
workers..

To all of the
 Embassies,
       Organisations,
             businesses,
                  Schools &
            Individuals
      who help us, we’d like to say...

  www.streetkidsinvietnam.com

...to 
the 
kids in our 
health and safety 
classes...

  
...and those who live, 
study and eat in our 
residential homes....
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Homecoming in Hoi An 

What is the ultimate sign of success for Blue Dragon’s work? 

Surely it is when somebody who has grown up in hardship, 

but received a helping hand to make a change, 

comes back  to help children who are still 

stuck in the rut of poverty. 

In August 2008, Blue Dragon hosted 

a reunion of young adults who grew 

up in the Hoi An Children’s Home, 

in Central Vietnam. The 18 former 

residents who attended had all been 

born into extreme poverty, but have now 

completed their education and are leading 

happy, satisfying lives.  Some have even mar-

ried and have kids of their own. 

The homecoming was a chance for former residents to maintain their links with the 

Home and reconnect with each other; and also to get to know the 30 girls and boys 

living at the Home now. 

Such strong bonds were forged during the party that many of the ‘graduates’ 

pledged to not only stay in touch, but also to get involved on a practical level. Those 

working in restaurants offered to come and teach cooking; others offered to volun-

teer their time on the weekends. 

Although life now seems tough, the 30 children living at the  Hoi  An Children’s 

Home can see that the future really is bright.  We hope that one day down the track, 

they’ll be joining in to help the next generation of Vietnamese children. 

   And Speaking of kids helping kids...
In July, Blue Dragon kids from both Hanoi (northern Vietnam) and Hoi An (cen-

tral Vietnam) were invited to participate in a summer camp in Danang. 

The camp was  a lot of fun and a great learning experience, but what they did 

AFTER the camp was even better! (At least, that’s what they tell us!)

After the camp, the Hanoi and Hoi An kids went back together to the Hoi An 

Children’s Home. Although from very different parts of the country, they 

forged instant friendships by touring ancient Hoi An town and the beach, 

and later by working together at the Home. 

Both groups worked as one to plant a garden, paint old furniture, and 

renovate a room. 

All in all, it was a week that none of the kids will soon forget! 

They won 1st place
 for their creative 

costumes!

The 3-legged 
race was 

something 
new!

photos from the 
Danang & Hoi An Trip.

 
The kids in Hoi An  

showed  their new 
friends the town-- 

and the beach!

Working together, 
the Hoi An and 
Hanoi kids 
brightened up 
the Home! 

 Be a Part of the action!                          
Help by providing basic needs for the kids who 

live in the Hoi An Home!  

contact us for more information!     
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Make a difference in the lives of these children!
Send a donation today!
The work we do here at blue Dragon has had some amazing results – but we couldn’t do it 
without your support! Please help us continue changing children’s lives for the better by  
contributing today. Every little bit helps!

Donate online: 
Go to our website www.streetkidsinvietnam.com and follow the prompts to donate using your credit card. 

Send a cheque:  
To receive a tax deductible receipt (Australian citizens only),  
make your cheque out to “AFAP - Blue Dragon Children’s Foundation” and send it to: 
PO Box 445 
EPPING NSW 2121 
(AFAP will process your donation and pass on 100% of the proceeds to Blue Dragon).

Donate through Other Means: 
There are other ways to send your donation to Blue Dragon, depending on where you are! 
Email us to ask about the easiest way to donate info@bdcf.org 

We are an AFAP
community partner.

Update: Tung’s Surgery
Our last Dragon Tales newsletter featured the story of Tung, a young boy who 

had been badly burned and disfigured as a toddler. Many readers answered 

the call to help Tung, and within a week Tung was able to get the surgery he 

has needed for the past 10 years.

We brought Tung to Hanoi in late June and took him to the local hospital 

that specializes in the kind of surgery he needed. 

Because the surgery was so intensive and painful, doctors decided to 

operate on one finger and one hand at a time. First, they separated 

and straightened the small finger on his right hand. Next, they did the 

same for the thumb on his left hand. With nowhere left to work on his 

hands, the doctors decided to straighten his toes, which had been curled up, 

making it difficult for him to walk.

In spite of all the pain, Tung championed through the surgeries. Every time our 

staff and kids visited him, he had nothing but smiles for us. 

In August, at  the Opening Ceremony of our Stay in School Program, Tung gave 

an emotional and heart-felt speech that had all of us (and him) in tears. What 

an incredibly strong and delightful young boy--  and what a joy for us to be 

able to help him in a way that will change his life forever.  To those of you who 

helped with financial support for Tung’s surgery, we can’t thank you enough! 

Tung, 
playing in our 
center 
after his 
surgery.

Tung giving an emotional speech at our 
Opening Ceremony.


