
DRAGON TALES
A new series of stories depicting life as we know it at Blue Dragon

Rescuing the Runaways                                                                                                
Rescuing a runaway is very different to the other work that we do. It is 

short term, urgent work that requires quick solutions. The chal-

lenges and risks are great with these kids, but the rewards when 

we succeed are even greater. Here’s a look at what it’s like to be a 

runaway, and what it takes to get them home. 

The top 3 reasons children in Vietnam run away             
(and a few other doozies)

1. They’ve stolen money so they can play computer games at            

internet cafes, and are afraid to return home.

2. They are extremely bright and are bored at school or home.

3. A new step-parent rejects the child and/or other family members neglect them.

(and now, the doozies): 

*One runaway lost his way while trying to visit his grandmother, then was scared to go home late.  

*Another boy ran away after he spent the money to repair his broken glasses on computer games.

*We’ve also had a few children who ran away so they could have a chance to go to school.

A day in the life of a runaway in Hanoi

Eight year old Tu lives about 4 hours out of Hanoi near the Chinese border. With a drug addicted father 

and a mother who left home to find work, Tu was sent to live with his grandparents. Unfortunately, they 

were not interested in him. Persuaded by an older boy, Tu ran away. The 

pair ended up in Hanoi where Tu earned money by begging. (It’s easy to 

make money if you’re small and cute.) After a few weeks, little Tu started 

to miss home, but the older boy wouldn’t allow him to leave, as he was 

a good source of income. Tu was trapped, until one of our outreach 

workers found the boys living under a bridge and offered to help. The 

older boy assumed we’d give him money. Tu just wanted us to help him 

see his Mum, but didn’t know where she was.

Once in our centre, they played, slept and ate. And ate and ate and ate. 

They seemed so happy to be off the streets and out of danger. But when 

we located Tu’s family and planned to take him home, the older boy be-

came enraged and fled. We had, after all, instantly taken away  his only source of income. That evening, 

three of our staff piled into a car and made the 4 hour trip to return the boy. Upon arriving, they learned 

that his mother was in Hanoi working. So they all piled back in the car and came back to Hanoi to 

reunite mother and son.

Tu and his mother are now living together, and Blue Dragon is helping them so they can stay to-

gether. It’s a happy ending for them. The other boy hasn’t been seen since, but we feel certain that 

our work with him has only just begun. Hopefully, he will have a happy ending, too. Stay tuned. 
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Dragon House
    - the novel

ABOUT THE DEAL                                                

American author, John Shors, has 

graciously offered to send signed copies 

of Dragon House to anyone donating a 

minimum of $100AUD to Blue Dragon. 

ABOUT THE BOOK                                  

Dragon House tells the story of two 

Americans who open a centre to house 

and educate street children in Vietnam. 

While the story was not written about 

Blue Dragon, it vividly and accurately 

reflects the lives of the children we work 

with and the challenges they face on a 

daily basis. 

For more information on John Shors’       

compelling novel, visit the website:

www.dragonhousebook.com

To donate and receive 
an autographed copy of 

the book, click below: 
Dragon House -donate!

Our youngest 

runaway, at 8 years 

old, is happy to be on    

his way home to see 

Mum.  

www.streetkidsinvietnam.com

Donate and receive an 
autographed copy of 

Dragon House, the latest 
novel by best-selling 
author, John Shors. 

A Day in the Life...

  Pop Quiz
Runaways are usually 
found sleeping:

  ɶ Under a bridge
  B In a large tree
  C In an ATM box
  D On the pavement
  E All of the Above

Answer: E

http://www.dragonhousebook.com
http://www.bdcf.org/dragon_house.html


News Updates
Son of a Gold Miner- a blog update

If you read the Blue Dragon blog, you know about the 

young boy who lost his mother and father to HIV after 

his father contracted the illness through forced needle 

sharing in the gold mine he worked in.  After their 

deaths, the rumours spreading about the boy’s family 

caused excessive humiliation to the point he was 

forced to quit school. Now the young boy is back in school and thriving in a new environment, free 

from ridicule and finger-pointing. He has new friends, he plays, he sleeps a little easier, and he is 

moving on with his life. He still doesn’t fully understand what happened to him and why, but then, 

who could ever understand why their parents both suddenly died for the sake of mining gold?

To read the full story on the blog, click the link                                                                                                                                     
 Son of a Gold Miner

Right to Shine is a huge success!

Over 700 people came to watch the first perfor-

mance by the kids in our Right to Shine project in 

Hue. The Right to Shine project allowed children 

who had been trafficked to explore their feelings 

and to share their stories about what it’s like to be 

sent to the city to work. By writing their own script 

and performing it on stage, the children were able to 

spread the word to other at-risk children and families, that 

working in Ho Chi Minh City isn’t all it’s cracked up to be. 

Off to University

In our last newsletter, we told you that some of the Blue Dragon kids were taking the test to enter 

University this year. The results are not yet in for our rural students, but of the 14 city kids, 11 of 

them have been accepted and have already started classes! We couldn’t 

be more proud of these kids. Getting into University in Vietnam is 

no easy feat! 

A new kind of dilemma

In August, the Blue Dragon team headed out to deliver 

school books, stationery, and school bags to over 400 

children who are now happily receiving support to stay 

in school. A bit shy and uncertain at first, the kids quickly 

warmed up once they started the process of collecting their 

school supplies. For the first time in their lives, these children 

didn’t have to worry about how they were going to pay for school. 

The big dilemma of the day was deciding what color school bag to choose!  

Many thanks to those of you who sponsor one or more of these children. 

Your support is vital to their futures.

 There are still over 100 children in need of a sponsor.
Please help us keep them in school. email: sponsorship@bdcf.org

Thanks for all the little 
things you help us do! 

There’s a lot more that happens at Blue Dragon 
than most people know. From haircuts to houses, 
our donors and supporters help our kids in many 
ways.

For a complete list of statistics, just email us. 

You’ll see regularly updated statistics in our 

email signatures! 

Ta
ke

n over 400 kids for medical care

Built o
r repaired 18 homes

Pl
ay

ed nearly 700 games of soccer

info@bdcf.orgwww.vietnamstreets.blogspot.com

“They shoot heroin up the arms 
of all the miners, to get them 
hooked so that they cannot 
escape... once they are addicted 
they are essentially prison-
ers, but the shackles are white 
powder injected through a needle.”               
-a quote from the Blue Dragon blog

The kids in our Right to Shine 

project performing on stage.

Excited students 

choose a  school 

bag!

Given over 1000 cool haircuts

http://vietnamstreets.blogspot.com/2009/07/son-of-gold-miner.html


3 Ways YOU can 
help today! 

(that don’t involve giving money)
1- Forward this newsletter to 2 people who might be 

interested in our work.

2- Write a blurb about Blue Dragon in your work or 
school newsletter.

3- Encourage friends and family to donate or sponsor 
a child.  

  A little bit can help a lot!

Summer

snap
shots

Mummy dish day

In an effort to involve more parents in our work, 
we hosted “Mummy Dish Days” during the summer 

holiday.  Once a week, a parent would teach cooking 
class for our kids with disabilities.

This sums it up

This summer our 
staff took 60 chil-
dren on overnight 
outings. This photo 
says it all... excited 
children, exhausted 
staff!

News to Grow on

One of the boys 

teases his social 

worker because he 

is now taller than 

she is. 

Wigglin’ and gigglin’

Salsa dancing was just one of the activities that 
our kids were exposed to this summer. They 
never quite mastered the hippy-shake, but they 
sure had fun in the process of learning. 

Lick, lick, drip drip

 This summer was hot, but there was no 
shortage of ice cream thanks to our donor 
Doug Cook. With every donation, Doug 
requests that a certain portion goes to 
buying ice cream for the kids! 

Blue Dragon Lunch Program 
causes spike in average height & 
weight of children in Vietnam!
Okay, so maybe that statement is a bit of an 
exaggeration, but the Blue Dragon lunch 
and nutrition program HAS caused amazing 
growth spurts in our kids. 

Since most of the children are malnour-
ished when we find them, we put a lot of 
effort into making sure they get all of the 
nutrients they need. For lunch, it’s brown 
rice, veggies, yoghurt, fruit and meat. (They 
don’t love the brown rice, but they eat it!)

Over the years we’ve seen some of our kids 
grow far above the average, and have seen 
surprising results in the last 4 months: 

Sy:   Grew 18cm and gained 3kg 
Tan:  Grew 20cm and gained 4 kg 
Dong & Tiep: Grew 9cm and gained 2 kg       
Ngoc: Our first kid to top the 6 ft mark!

Above: 
These two 

were such 
little cuties 3 

years ago. 

Right: Today, the 

littlest one has topped 

the 6-foot mark, and the 

other one is not far behind.  (Pic-

tured with the same social worker.)



How can you help us change lives?

Donate online:    www.streetkidsinvietnam.com

Send a cheque: 
To receive a tax deductible receipt (Australian citizens only),  
make your cheque out to “AFAP - Blue Dragon Children’s Foundation” and send to: 
PO Box 12 
CROWS NEST  NSW 1585 
(AFAP will process your donation and pass on the proceeds to Blue Dragon).

Email us: to ask about other ways to donate. info@bdcf.org

Au
ssie

s, Don’t Forget!Donations 
are tax deductible 

in Australia through 
AFAP.

We are an AFAP
community partner.

The first Blue Dragon 

football team was much 

smaller (and greener) than the 

group today. 

The early days: Michael and 

Chung, Blue Dragon’s found-

ers, help a young boy out of 

slavery.

How your donations have helped us expand

Blue Dragon Children’s Foundation started in early 2003, as a simple 

attempt by a few friends to help street children in Hanoi. 

In those early days, we had no money, no plans, and no structure… just 

some good intentions and a few innovative ideas. 

Fast forward a few years, and Blue Dragon has really ‘grown up’.  With 

support from donors like you around the world, we are able to help a lot 

more kids these days – we work with about 900 girls and boys, through-

out Vietnam. Around the country, this is what your donations achieve:

Hanoi: Blue Dragon has a centre for street children, with social work-

ers, teachers, and child rights advocates working together to get kids off 

the street and into school. We also run a residential home, and provide 

services to children with disabilities from very poor families. 

Bac Ninh: We are helping about 400 children to go to school, from 

Grades 5 to12. All of these kids are at high risk of quitting school if they 

do not receive help. 

Hue and Saigon: Blue Dragon rescues children from rural Hue who 

have been trafficked to work in factories in Saigon (Ho Chi Minh City). 

Once we have taken the children home, we support them to live with 

their families and return to school. 

Hoi An: On the outskirts of ancient Hoi An town, Blue Dragon runs a 

home for 30 children. Each of these kids is from extremely poor families 

in rural areas, and would be unable to attend school unless they lived 

with us. 

Through each of our programs, we aim to reach the kids who nobody 

else is helping, and to provide a chance for them to make a lasting 

change for the better.  

Thanks for having faith in our ability to succeed and grow!

A family of beneficiaries in Hue 

(left), and school kids in our pro-

gram in Bac Ninh (above).

Blue DRagon grows up (or out?)


