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Fifteen year old Ha* escaped her abductors in China and 
returned home to Vietnam in June this year. She had been 
kidnapped by some ‘friends’ who sold her to a brothel, 
where she was held captive for 7 months before she 
found a way to flee.

Blue Dragon’s Child Rights Advocates met Ha shortly after, 
and although her ordeal with human traffickers was over, 
our work defending her rights was just beginning.

From day to day, Blue Dragon’s work with children and 
youth is extremely varied. We provide shelter to homeless 
children… teach swimming to kids with disabilities… build 
school libraries in rural areas… rescue children who have 
been trafficked… and help children go to school, training, 
and university.

Child Rights: The Heart of the Dragon 

Throughout all of this work, a common theme is protecting chil-
dren’s basic rights.
 
In Ha’s case, we were able to work closely with the Vietnamese 
police to identify and arrest her abductors. We helped Ha return to 
school, and when the Ministry of Education rejected her request to 
study at a mainstream school (as she had been out of school for too 
long) we successfully appealed on her behalf.

Blue Dragon now pays her school fees, and we are taking care of all 
of her living expenses. We’ll do so for at least the next 3 years.

Central to our work is the belief that all young people have the right 
to an education and to be free from fear and harm.

Working alongside Blue Dragon’s Social Workers, Psychologists, 
and Teachers are our three Child Rights Advocates: young Vietnam-
ese lawyers with a passion to stand up for children’s rights. Their 
work is unique and pioneering, as Blue Dragon is so far the only 
organisation in Vietnam to offer such a legal advocacy service (read 
their stories on page 3).

Defending children’s rights is at the heart of all we do at Blue Drag-
on. This work is often very complex, and sometimes dangerous, but 
it is critical to helping the children in our care. 

* Not her real name

Thanks to everyone who donated to Blue 
Dragon’s Outreach work with street kids, we’re 
reaching more homeless children than ever 
before!

Blue Dragon now has three Outreach workers 
who can look for and help children living and 
working on the streets.

Follow the Blue Dragon blog for regular up-
dates and stories from the streets.

Above: A Child Rights Advocate talks to a girl at the Blue Dragon 
drop-in centre.

Thank you for 
reaching out...

http://www.vietnamstreets.blogspot.com
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When we started out helping Hanoi’s 
street kids back in late 2002, we never 
imagined that we would one day be sup-
porting them to achieve their academic 
dreams. 

But as each year goes by, more and more 
Blue Dragon kids are entering tertiary 
education to achieve their dreams of a bet-
ter life. This year, 42 Blue Dragon kids are 
studying at university or college. 

Minh first came to Blue Dragon when he 
was 15 years old. He came to us through 
our weekly soccer games, and on the first 
day he turned up he was by far the small-
est of the players. Today, 5 years on, Minh 
is now among the tallest players (and he 
likes to tell us that he’s also one of the 
most handsome!). 

Before coming to Blue Dragon, Minh was 
collecting scrap on the streets. Today he’s 
in the second year of university, studying 
to be a tour guide. In his spare time, he 
volunteers at Blue Dragon, hosting visitors 
and supervising children in our centre.

What a transformation! 

If you’d like to sponsor a university student 
to achieve their dreams, drop us a line: 
info@bdcf.org. Our kids need support 
ranging from $150 to over $1000 per year.  
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Summary of Summer 

To see more photos of what has been happening this summer, check 
out our Facebook photo blog or Flickr photo galleries.

Blue Dragon ran a variety of activities and workshops over the summer 
for our kids. Here are some snaps from the last few months...

Girls taking part in a 
Beauty Club decorate 
their nails with some 
very fancy patterns.

Kids with disabilities 
enjoy splashing around 
on the Blue Dragon trip 
to Cat Ba Island.

Our kids make pottery in 
Ba Trang - a village close 
to Hanoi that specialises 
in ceramics.

Blue Dragon kids taking part 
in the Faster project watch a 
skills demonstration before 
taking to the field.

Soccer skills

Beautiful nails!

Summer 
swimming

Claytastic!

Reaching higher

http://www.streetkidsinvietnam.com/contact-us/
http://www.facebook.com/media/albums/?id=49984917234
http://www.flickr.com/photos/blue-dragon-vietnam/
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Standing up for kids’ rights
Van, Hong and Dai are an unassuming trio. Still in their 
20s, they look informal and relaxed in their work with dis-
advantaged kids at the Blue Dragon centre.

But appearances aside, their work is stressful and danger-
ous – and exceptionally important.

They are Blue Dragon’s Child Rights Advocates.

For an insight into their special place in the work of Blue 
Dragon, we ran them through a quick Q & A…

Question: How did you get involved in Blue Dragon?

Van: It all started when I met Blue Dragon’s founders at a party for blind children in 2003. I was a law student at the 
time, and wanted to volunteer. A year later, I introduced Hong, my classmate, to be a volunteer, and when we graduated 
we started working full time at Blue Dragon. I met Dai when he was living in Ho Chi Minh City; he helped us with some 
rescues of trafficked children, so when he moved to Hanoi he started working here as well!

Question: That sounds like things just happened naturally rather than according to plan. Is that right?

Hong: Yes, that’s right… “Child Rights Advocacy” is a very new field of work in Vietnam. It’s really in its infancy. Organi-
sations like Blue Dragon need to find good hearted lawyers and train them, rather than find people with experience.

Question: What is a typical day for you?

Van: Every day is unpredictable! We may go to work with a plan, but through the day anything can happen. One of the 
Blue Dragon kids might be arrested, or someone’s family might be in an accident, or the police might call us to ask for 
help finding a child trafficker.

Dai: I have just been at Blue Dragon for a short time, so most of my work is with legal procedures. For example, I help 
children apply for their identity papers, or advise parents on how to solve their legal problems.

Hong: I mostly work directly with the children. Sometimes I run workshops on topics like drugs and what to do if you 
get arrested. At least once a month I go to visit Blue Dragon kids who are in prison or reform school.

Question: What are your greatest achievements so far?

Van: Rather than look at the big cases we have solved, we feel that our greatest achievements are in the small cases. 
Recently we helped a 13 year old boy find his family, 7 years after he ran away from home. Work like that isn’t glamor-
ous, but it changes people’s lives.

Left and below: A comic 
book about children’s rights, 
and a handbook about 
running a legal advocacy 
service.

An interview with Blue Dragon’s 
Child Rights Advocates
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Happy Birthday BLue Dragon United !
Blue Dragon’s world famous soccer team, Blue Dragon United has 
just celebrated its 1000th game. Here are some photos of our big 
event on August 28 2011...
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To see more photos from the day, check out our Flickr page.

http://www.bluedragonunited.com
http://www.flickr.com/photos/blue-dragon-vietnam/sets/72157627659648412/
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Click one of the icons below to donate online.

        

        (Worldwide)             Tax-deductible                    Tax-deductible
    Not tax-deductible              for Americans                      for Australians
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Donate today!  

info@bdcf.org   

www.vietnamstreets.blogspot.com

www.streetkidsinvietnam.com

Blue Dragon supporters working at Leighton Asia in Hong Kong raised US$1,900  by creating a weight loss com-• 
petition among themselves... and now they’re planning a 50km sponsored walk to raise another $10,000!

The Malaysia Club of Hanoi has started a Blue Dragon Fund specifically to raise money for street kids. They have • 
already donated over US$4,000!

Mil Clayton took part in the•  Jetty 2 Jetty  and Bridge to Brisbane  runs in Queensland to raise money for Blue Drag-
on. What a great way to keep fit and help kids at the same time!

To find out about other individuals and organisations who have supported the Blue Dragon kids, click • here. 

An update on the work of Blue Dragon Children’s Foundation

Blue Dragon around the world…
As Blue Dragon reaches more children in Vietnam, we need more support from our friends around the world. We are 
now fortunate to have support from two groups:

Blue Dragon Children’s Foundation International: This is the Australian Board that governs our work in Vietnam. The • 
Board meets quarterly, and can be contacted at sussie@bdcf.org.
Blue Dragon Children’s Trust (New Zealand): This is the Wellington-based Blue Dragon support group. The Trust can • 
be contacted at bdctnz@gmail.com.
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How to learn more about BLue Dragon
Read new stories every week on 
the Blue Dragon blog            

Find Blue Dragon 
Children’s Foundation on Facebook

Watch Blue Dragon’s movies on YouTube

Featured fundraisers

The second annual Rally Indochina is now accepting 
enquiries from adventurous travellers who want to make 
a difference.

Rally Indochina 2012 will start in Hanoi and finish in Ho 
Chi Minh City (from April 9 to April 21). Participants will 
ride classically restored 650cc ex-Soviet Urals and take 
in some of the most beautiful scenery in Vietnam, whilst 
raising money for Blue Dragon.

For more information, 
please click on the logo 

(above).

http://www.streetkidsinvietnam.com/contact-us/
http://www.vietnamstreets.blogspot.com
http://www.streetkidsinvietnam.com
https://app.etapestry.com/bbphosted/AustralianFoundationforthe/OnlineDonation.html
http://www.streetkidsinvietnam.com/donations/
https://secure.groundspring.org/dn/index.php?aid=22403
http://www.streetkidsinvietnam.com/learn-about-blue-dragon/our-supporters/
http://vietnamstreets.blogspot.com/
http://vietnamstreets.blogspot.com/
http://www.facebook.com/#!/pages/Blue-Dragon-Childrens-Foundation/49984917234
http://www.youtube.com/user/BlueDragonVietnam
http://www.rallyindochina.com/

