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Hanoi by night with the Outreach Team

Remembering Phi Quang Huy
In July, Blue Dragon lost a beloved family member. Phi Quang Huy, aged 
25, passed away after a long battle with Duchenne Muscular Dystrophy. 
We’ve known Huy and his family since 2009, and everyone is heartbroken 
by Huy’s passing.

This remarkable young man reminded us every day to reach out to others 
in need. Huy established libraries accessible to people with disabilities, 
improving the lives of many house-bound teens. In 2011, he brought us 
all to tears reading his poem, Wonderful Mother, at Blue Dragon’s annual 
Tet Awards in Hanoi.

We will miss your wonderful spirit, Huy, and we will always remember you.

Every night, Blue Dragon meets 
kids living on the streets
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“No night is the same,” says Vi, who leads the Blue Dragon 
Outreach Team. The Team meets and works with kids living 
on Hanoi’s streets. “We might go until 4 or 5 in the morning, 
responding to dozens of phone calls, visiting hospitals or 
police stations…we get into many crazy situations.” 

Every night, Outreach workers hit the streets around 9pm, 
travelling to lakes, parks and markets where street kids 
gather. They meet teens hurt in accidents or fights, runaways 
new to the city, or homeless kids at risk from strangers who 
look out for vulnerable kids to exploit. 

The Outreach Team finds kids all over town. “Near one seafood 
market, kids as young as seven wait for shrimp or fish to jump 
out of the water tanks and collect them in sacks. They can sell 
a kilo for about $5 and survive a few more days,” explains Vi. 
With few skills and often no legal papers, kids trying to earn 
money end up in very difficult and often dangerous situations.

“Winter is coming so we’ll see an increase in the need for 
blankets and clothes,” Vi says. “We might see the same kids 
night after night, but we always offer a safe place to stay, 
some medical care or food…and most importantly the chance 
to get out of crisis.”

Team leader Vi with 
former street kids
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Blue Dragon kids love new experiences! This 
summer they tried out new rides, created 
traditional crafts, and were introduced to 
possibilities for vocational training.

Hanoi staff were happy to see long-time 
friend and board member Doug Everett 
when he came to work on this year’s 
budget in June, travelling from Australia 
with his wife, Carolynn. Your visits are 
always beneficial, Doug! See you soon! 

In August, friend and fundraiser Tony 
Jacobs came to Dragon House to lend his 
financial management skills and set up a 
new room for emergency accommodation. 
During Tony’s visit, one Blue Dragon boy 
stole his heart. Tony and his wife Melissa 
found out about Tan’s life with a disability 
and are now stronger supporters than ever.

We’re lucky to know gifted and generous 
photographers like Jiri Paraz, who captured  
some beautiful summer moments on 
film – including the thank you card for our 
Whatever it Takes 2013 appeal! 

A summer of Firsts

Visitor Highlights

What’s New at Blue?

Blue Dragon has a new website address! If you are interested 
in learning about our kids or making a donation, visit us at 
www.bluedragon.org. We appreciate if you can include the 
new address on your own blog, social media or website.

It’s not too early to 
start planning 
your Christmas party! 

Simple joys at Christmas can make a big change for kids. 
Make your holiday party a fundraiser for the Blue Dragon kids. 
It’s easy, fun and will change a life for the better.
Email christmas@bdcf.org to become a ‘joyraiser’ today!

Looking for us online? 

To He crafts are fun and playful clay 
toys sold throughout Hanoi. The 
kids were inspired when they met 
talented To He artists.

A day trip to Hoa Binh included 

exciting new thrills, like flying 

through the air on this bungee set

Our team is committed to finding  
long-term job and training 
opportunities; kids attended a 
mobile phone repair workshop to 
explore this popular trade.

Blue Dragon’s Disabilities Coordinator, Phuong, 
took kids to a ceramics studio to  make clay 
masterpieces. “It was great for them to have the 
feeling of creating something,” she said.
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The youngest daughter in an impoverished Vietnamese family has few choices for her future: school  is a 
luxury and incomes tend to be low. Thuan,* born in 1997, expected this future growing up in Hue Province. 

So in 2010, when she heard about exciting ‘training opportunities’ in Ho Chi Minh City, 
the chance to learn a trade seemed too good to be true.

It was. Thuan was trafficked to a Ho Chi Minh City sweatshop and told to start sewing. 

Thuan and five other girls sewed trousers from 7am-11:30am, then 1pm-5:30pm, 
and again from 6pm-11pm. The factory owner locked the girls in the cramped space 
where finished garments were stored, and refused to take Thuan to a doctor when she 
had a serious cold and fever – thankfully, she recovered on her own.

On 6 January, 2011, Thuan was rescued by Blue 
Dragon’s anti-trafficking team. Her family was 
horrified to hear what Thuan had been through for 
the last few months and agreed for her to return to 
school with Blue Dragon’s support.
 

Today, Thuan is a confident high school student who reaches out to other 
rescued kids whenever she can. Recently, two girls from her village returned 
from garment factories and Thuan has taken them under her wing. She 
knows from experience that readjusting to life at home can be hard, so she 
checks on them at school and listens if they have any problems. Thuan has 
become a great role model for rescued girls!

Thank you to everyone who supported the 2013 Whatever it 
Takes Appeal! To track how the funds you raised will be used 
this year, be sure to visit our website. Already our team has 
made a difference with Appeal funds: an 18 year old girl is 
safely back in Vietnam after her escape from the sex trade. 

Getting Results
A Role model for Rescued Girls

Whatever it takes to change lives 

Direct rescues end trafficking

Blue Dragon’s centre in Hue Province is a 
safe space for rescued girls and boys

Thuan is a mentor for 
other trafficked girls

Michael Brosowski AM, Blue Dragon’s CEO and Founder, wrote a 
passionate opinion piece for The Guardian’s Global Development 
Professional Network, taking a stand for direct action in the fight 
against human trafficking. “We need to get out into the field 
and rescue the girls, boys and adults who have been trafficked,” 
he writes, “and then ensure that their traffickers are prosecuted 
and put permanently out of business.”  Read the full article here. 

A Little Less conversation, please

Courtesy Jiri Pasz
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Featured fundraisers

Amy Ha has done it again! She raised $1,000 
during her second 10K race for Blue Dragon. 
Amy will make her run a yearly event, so if 
you’re in Melbourne and want to challenge 
yourself for a good cause, why not join her for 
next year’s run in July? Staff Profile: 

Dinh Thi Ngoc Quy
Program Manager: Safe and Sound Hue

Anti-Trafficking Program

When did you start at Blue Dragon?
Three and a half years ago
How was your first day?
Everything was strange and new to 
me. I thought, “How can I persuade 
a family with a trafficked child to trust 
me?” My first day ended at 7 pm, but 
when I got home, I continued calling 
families to build trust and to let them 
know I was there for them. Since then, 
I’ve never turned my phone off!
What has changed since then?
There are a lot of significant changes. 
When I first started, we didn’t have an 
office in Hue Province. Now we have 
a great centre where we work directly 
with kids and their families. 
What are you most proud of?
Many families now have new or 
rebuilt houses, and their lives have 
totally changed. The kids we first 
supported in this community are all 
grown-up now – sometimes they 
joke, “Quy, why are you shorter than 
us every day?” 
What do you hope for Blue’s future?
I hope that we achieve our biggest 
goal: to stop child labour in Hue. I have 
faith in the organisation and staff, and 
I know the kids we’ve rescued do too.
Meet the rest of our team here.

Teachers and students at the Gold 
Coast campus of Langports English 
Language College held a bake sale 
in August. They raised $1,500 to buy 
stationery for kids in rural Bac Ninh 
Province. Thank you!

Prefects at Pittwater House School in Sydney rallied their school 
community and raised over $4,000 during the 2013 Pub2Pub 
Charity Walk and Run. They were one of the largest school groups 
participating! Their hard work will change the lives of many kids.

Thank you to Rotary Club of Randwick for their generous donation 
to the 2013 Whatever it Takes Appeal! Randwick Rotary are long-
time supporters, and invite any Blue Dragon friends to attend their 
Tuesday night meetings. 

Congratulations to Jenny and Richard from 
the United Kingdom! The lovely couple 
were married on 3 August and in lieu of 
bomboniere suggested their guests make 
a gift to Blue Dragon. We wish them the 
very best in the future.

Calling all bikers with a taste for 
adventure: places are filling up fast for 
Rally Indochina 2014. Sign up for the 
ride from Hanoi to Ho Chi Minh City 
from 14-27 April 2014 and be part of 
the fight against human trafficking!

Blue Dragon Children’s Foundation is an Australian grassroots organisation. We rely on support from donors, sponsors and fundraisers 

around the world to continue our work with disadvantaged youth in Vietnam. If you would like to be involved, please email info@bdcf.org.

Make a lasting impact
If you are thinking of making a lasting impact on the lives of 
vulnerable children in Vietnam with an intended bequest, please 
contact michael@bdcf.org 
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