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This year has been extraordinarily 
challenging for Blue Dragon co-CEOs 
Michael and Skye, as well as for all of 
our amazing staff.

The demands of COVID-19 and our 
support for victims of flooding in 
central Vietnam were significant 
additions to our everyday work with 
vulnerable youth and rescuing and 
supporting women and girls who have 
been trafficked to China.

I never cease to be amazed by the 
diversity of the work that we do: 
working with homeless children we 
meet in some of Hanoi’s darkest 
places; rescuing people from slavery; 
working with villagers in remote 
mountainous areas to protect them 
from the dangers of trafficking; and, 
most recently, providing food and 
support to those impacted by the 
COVID-19 lockdowns.

I am equally amazed and grateful for 
the support that we receive from our 
donors and supporters around the 
world, without whom the incredible 
work that we do in Vietnam would not 
be possible. 

Thank you for standing with us during 
these challenging times.

Tony Jacobs
Chair, Blue Dragon International
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MESSAGE FROM 
THE CO-CEOS
If there’s anything we have learned 
over the past year, it’s that life can be 
unpredictable – no matter how well we 
plan.

COVID-19 took the world by surprise and 
plunged us all into deep uncertainty. 
Here in Vietnam, the pandemic has led 
to millions of people losing their jobs or 
living on reduced incomes. Children in 
particular have been severely affected. As 
parents lose their incomes, children are 
often forced to leave school or eat less. 
Many head to major cities in search of 
work to help their families but instead find 
themselves living on the street. In some 
areas, there’s been a reported increase in 
the number of underage girls dropping out 
of school and marrying in order to relieve 
their family’s financial burdens. 

Added to these crises is the ever-present 
danger of human trafficking. Traffickers 
make their moves when people are most 
desperate, offering ‘help’ as bait to entrap 
and enslave their victims.

But the situation is not hopeless and 
there is so much we can do. The support 
we continue to receive during these 
exceptionally difficult days allows Blue 
Dragon to increase our efforts to keep kids 
in school, help homeless children return to 
safety, and bring home victims of human 
trafficking. This year’s report details the 
life-changing work that your donations 
have enabled during one of the most 
challenging years in our history. Thank you 
for your support during this difficult time.

Skye Maconachie

Michael Brosowski

co-CEOs,
Blue Dragon Children’s Foundation

SKYE MACONACHIE 

MICHAEL BROSOWSKI
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ABOUT
BLUE
DRAGON
Blue Dragon Children’s Foundation 
is a grassroots Australian charity 
officially founded by Michael 
Brosowski and Pham Sy Chung 
in 2004. Blue Dragon serves 
children and young adults in crisis 
throughout Vietnam, with a special 
focus on street kids, children and 
young adults with disabilities, and 
children and young adults who have 
been trafficked or are at high risk 
of human trafficking. We rescue 
children and young adults from 
danger and slavery, reunite them 
with their families when we can, and 
provide the services they need in 
order to recover and develop.
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OUR PURPOSEOUR VISION

Blue Dragon’s purpose is to provide exceptional care to 
Vietnamese children and families in crisis while creating long-
term change for a better world.

Blue Dragon’s vision is a world where all children are safe, 
can attend school, play, be treated with respect, be heard, be 
understood, and be loved.
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OUR PHILOSOPHY

OUR WORK

Respect, not pity
The children we work with are treated with at least the same 
respect that we would treat our own sons and daughters, 
brothers and sisters.

Development, not charity
We work to help children develop fully as they grow, through 
providing a broad range of experiences and opportunities. 
Rather than simply provide a handout, we provide a hand-
up for those who choose to better their circumstances and 
themselves. 

Empowerment, not dependency
Our role is to provide opportunities for children to pursue 
as individuals rather than to force our views or values on the 
children.

Collaboration, not control
Our staff work alongside the children and their families, so 
that beneficiaries are involved in all stages of our work, rather 
than simply being recipients of charity.

Massive interventions, not quick-fix solutions
We tackle the problem of poverty from every angle 
rather than focusing on one obvious cause or effect. Our 
interventions may take years, as we persist until we are 
successful.

Blue Dragon works with children and young adults in crisis. To 
deliver essential services during the past year, our staff team 
grew from 102 to 111 members and we implemented the 
following programs.
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STEP AHEAD LOCATION

OBJECTIVE

SERVICES

Hanoi

To ensure the safety of every street child, and 
to support the development of confidence, 
leadership, knowledge, skills, and values in 
disadvantaged children and youth.

We connect with street children through 
nightly outreach; reunite them with their 
families when possible; and support them with 
comprehensive services including counselling, 
accommodation, meals, material support, life 
skills development, and school fee relief.

“Helping street children while they are in deep crisis so that they can grow and succeed is the most challenging part 
of my job. Knowing how important timely assistance is to changing lives is what motivates me to spend my nights 
looking for young people who are sleeping on the streets. Nothing makes me happier than seeing a street kid return 
to school or reunite with their family. I dream of a day when there are no more children wandering the streets 
because they are all loved and protected.”

HAI, OUTREACH SOCIAL WORKER
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STAY IN 
SCHOOOL

LOCATION

OBJECTIVE

SERVICES

Bac Ninh province

To ensure that children from 
disadvantaged families in 
Bac Ninh province have the 
resources they need to attend 
school and complete their 
education.

Blue Dragon helps keep 
children in school by providing 
education-related assistance 
in the form of school bags, 
textbooks, notebooks, 
stationery, school uniforms 
and tuition assistance.

“In the 17 years since its launch, Stay in School has helped 
1,512 students pursue their education. Many of these students 
have gone on to attend tertiary education. Others were able 
to find stable jobs after graduating from high school and 
now live happy lives. I want to give a big ‘thank you’ to all of 
the supporters who have helped these young people become 
successful adults.” 

TUYEN, STAY IN SCHOOL MANAGER
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PROJECT X LOCATION

OBJECTIVE

SERVICES

Nationwide

To ensure survivors of trafficking can recover, 
reintegrate, and build successful lives.

Blue Dragon provides intensive support 
to newly returned survivors of human 
trafficking, including psychological 
counselling, meals, safe accommodation, 
personal necessities, health screenings, and 
life skills education. When possible, we help 
these survivors reunite with their families 
or move to towns and cities with better 
opportunities for training and employment.

We also provide trafficking survivors with 
long-term psychological care, trauma 
treatment, and financial assistance so that 
they can return to school, begin vocational 
training, or develop home businesses. These 
resources are critical in allowing survivors to 
begin their recoveries and build new lives.
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Hoa was just 15 when she was trafficked.

Unable to repay a small debt to a friend, Hoa agreed to take a job 
in China, only to realise she had been tricked.

Shortly after crossing the border, Hoa’s trafficker sold her to a 
brothel. The first time a customer was forced upon her, Hoa made 
a decision – she would escape or die trying. She then raced to the 
bathroom and jumped from the window.

Hoa survived the three-storey jump, but was severely injured. 
Refusing to pay her medical expenses, Hoa’s captors called her 
family and threated to end her life if they didn’t send money. 
Desperate, Hoa’s parents sent the money and prayed for their 
daughter’s safety.

Hoa attempted another escape at the hospital. Understanding 
that something terrible had happened, the staff alerted the police. 

Blue Dragon helped Hoa reunite with her family in January 2021 
and has continued to support her recovery ever since.

In April she enrolled in a hairdressing course and is working 
towards building a career for herself.

In her darkest days, Hoa showed extraordinary courage by 
jumping to freedom. She now shows the same courage in her 
pursuit of a brighter future.

FROM DARK DAYS TO A BRIGHT FUTURE
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SAFE AND SOUND 
LOCATION

OBJECTIVE

SERVICES

Thua Thien Hue province, 
Dien Bien province, and 
Ha Giang province

To end child exploitation 
and human trafficking in 
Thua Thien Hue, Dien Bien, 
and Ha Giang provinces.

Blue Dragon supports children and adults who have been 
trafficked or are at high risk of being trafficked; helps victims 
of trafficking return to their communities and access essential 
services; builds the capacity of government officials to combat 
human trafficking; and creates resilient communities that are 
sustainably resistant to human trafficking and exploitation. 
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“I never dreamed that my life would change in such 
a positive way. Now I can feed my children and keep 
them in school.”

Mai left her home in the remote mountains of Ha 
Giang province two years ago in search of her missing 
husband who had travelled to China to find work. But 
instead of finding her husband, Mai was enslaved 
after she was tricked into being sold as a ‘bride’ to a 
Chinese man.

Mai was able to escape and make it home to her  
children, but the deep poverty that drove her 
husband to seek work in China remained. The money 
her family made from farming corn was barely 
enough to make ends meet and, with her husband 
gone, Mai worried she wouldn’t be able to provide for 
their three children.

Thanks to support from friends around the world, 
Blue Dragon collaborated with the Women’s Union at 
the local level to provide Mai and her family with two 
piglets. Using income generated from the piglets, Mai 
was able to buy a cow!

Mai is no longer struggling to survive. Owning 
livestock means she has a sustainable income to feed 
her children, keep them in school, and build a future 
free from poverty.

OVERCOMING POVERTY



12     Annual Report 2020-2021

LEGAL ADVOCACY
LOCATION

OBJECTIVE

SERVICES

Nationwide

To ensure access to justice for vulnerable families 
through legal advocacy and representation and to 
achieve a just society through legal reform.

Blue Dragon’s Legal Advocacy department advises 
and represents children and young adults in 
crisis who need legal assistance. Services include 
the rescue and repatriation of people who have 
been trafficked and enslaved; assisting people in 
obtaining legal registration papers; training police, 
border guards and officials to combat human 
trafficking; and advocating for the reform of laws 
and policies to better protect all children. 

“I have seen the pain human trafficking 
causes while working with parents who 
have spent years desperately looking for 
their missing children. I have also seen the 
happiest tears imaginable when families 
are reunited. Those reunions are my daily 
inspiration to keep working to bring victims 
of human trafficking home.” 

VAN, CHIEF LAWYER
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PSYCHOLOGY AND SOCIAL WORK 
LOCATION

OBJECTIVE

SERVICES

Nationwide

To ensure disadvantaged children, 
families, and survivors of human 
trafficking have access to high-quality 
psychology and social work services.

Blue Dragon’s qualified psychologists 
and social workers provide counselling 
and therapy to vulnerable children 
and women who have experienced 
complex trauma. This includes street 
children; victims of human trafficking; 
and victims of sexual exploitation, 
physical or emotional abuse, and 
neglect. We train staff from Blue 
Dragon and other organisations in 
providing quality, trauma-informed 
services to disadvantaged children 
and youth.

“I hope I can, one day, become someone people can 
rely on. I want to support others in the same ways that 
Blue Dragon supports me. I may not always shine, but I 
always walk towards the sun. My tree is small, but it is 
resilient and can withstand rain and storms.” 

CHU, SURVIVOR OF HUMAN TRAFFICKING
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LEARNING AND DEVELOPMENT

LOCATION

OBJECTIVE

SERVICES

Hanoi city, Dien Bien province, 
Ha Giang province, and 
Thua Thien Hue province

To ensure disadvantaged 
children are confident to lead 
their own lives and become 
life-long learners.

Blue Dragon equips youth with essential life and learning 
skills by facilitating creative activities, training sessions, 
project-based learning initiatives, and mentoring 
experiences. We teach youth engagement principles and 
skills to Blue Dragon staff, volunteers, and partners.
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11-year-old Minh spent most of his childhood on the streets 
of Hanoi, accompanying his mother while she sold fruit and 
souvenirs to tourists.

When Blue Dragon began supporting Minh’s education in 2018, he 
was timid and fearful that he would be embarrassed for not being 
at the same level as his classmates. Blue Dragon’s social workers 
were determined to help Minh overcome his fears and become 
excited for school.

Realising that Minh enjoyed challenges, the social workers used 
games, quizzes, and puzzles to encourage him to learn in a fun 
and engaging way. Slowly, Minh became enthusiastic about these 
challenges and developed a commitment to education.

The same little boy who used to cry each day before going 
to school now challenges himself at every opportunity he 
gets. He is never late to Blue Dragon’s Learning Centre and 
is always excited to do his homework.

Education is the most powerful tool we have to break the 
cycle of poverty and build a brighter future for children 
from disadvantaged backgrounds. Minh’s journey and 
eagerness to challenge himself proves that Blue Dragon’s 
work is worth every effort.

MOTIVATING YOUNG MINDS
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CAREER DEVELOPMENT
LOCATION

OBJECTIVE

SERVICES

Nationwide

To ensure that youth are equipped 
with the skills and knowledge they 
need to build sustainable futures.

Blue Dragon’s specialists equip 
youth with the necessary skills and 
knowledge to enter and succeed 
in their future careers. We provide 
career orientation workshops, 
vocational training, work placement, 
and tertiary education scholarships 
to young people in need. Blue Dragon 
works with a network of partner 
employers and vocational training 
providers to strengthen their capacity 
to support disadvantaged youth.
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“University is fascinating!

“Going to university helped me understand just how big the world really 
is. If I hadn’t enrolled in university, I probably would have wound up as a 
factory worker or housewife by now. If that had happened, I would never 
have discovered my passion for microscopy or met many of the incredibly 
talented people I now know and admire. One of my favourite aspects of 
university is meeting people who I look up to and hope to be like.

OPENING DOORS THROUGH HIGHER EDUCATION

TUYET, UNIVERSITY STUDENT AND BLUE DRAGON SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENT 

“My university is an environment filled with 
talented people who motivate me to work 
harder and improve myself.

“University is... wow! It is the best thing ever. It 
has given me good friendships, knowledge, and 
experiences that prepare me for my adult life. 
That’s exactly what I want.”
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HIGHLIGHTS
OF THE 
YEAR
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MAJOR MILESTONE: 1,000 PEOPLE 
RESCUED FROM SLAVERY

CIRCUIT COURTS: A VALUABLE 
COMBINATION OF JUSTICE, EDUCATION, 

AND PREVENTION

In 2005, Blue Dragon met a 13-year-old boy who was being 
exploited by a gang to sell flowers on the streets of Ho Chi 
Minh City. He was the first victim of human trafficking we 
rescued.

His rescue marked the beginning of Blue Dragon’s journey to 
combat human trafficking, and the inception of an ambitious 
goal: ending human trafficking in Vietnam.

15 years later, in January 2021, the number of people Blue 
Dragon has rescued from slavery and exploitation reached 
1,000.

Read more about this milestone here and about the people 
whose work made it possible here.

The human trafficking cases tried in Vietnam’s circuit courts 
impact the entire community, with each case heard where the 
offence took place and local residents invited to attend.

During this fiscal year, three circuit courts were arranged 
following Blue Dragon’s recommendations: one in Nghe An 
province (north-central Vietnam) in July 2020; one in Ha Giang 
province (northern Vietnam) in September 2020; and one in 
Ba Ria-Vung Tau province (southern Vietnam) in April 2021.

In all three cases, the traffickers received prison sentences in 
accordance with the law, the victims received compensation, 
and the community received valuable knowledge that will help 
prevent future tragedies.

https://www.bluedragon.org/latest-news/1000-people-rescued-from-slavery/?fbclid=IwAR1bw1wDsR8-2XXteLE7OotRML2nQTJ5eD8vnigU5yelU_CCqpy3F9_OnzU
https://www.bluedragon.org/latest-news/we-came-across-trafficking-by-accident-and-committed-to-end-it-by-choice/?fbclid=IwAR3rtJXnkWaCRwN8WwRCgTbV2XAz8omrKr3FDX4PpQ8XpC7h0I78BeOh6p8
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AWARDS: CONTRIBUTING TO THE FIGHT 
AGAINST HUMAN TRAFFICKING

VAN NGOC TA: THE LAWYER LEADING 
BLUE DRAGON’S MISSION TO END HUMAN TRAFFICKING

Blue Dragon cooperates closely with the Vietnam Border 
Guard Authority in the fight against human trafficking. We 
collaborate with border guards to rescue trafficking victims, 
provide legal support to ensure the arrest of traffickers, and 
hold workshops and training sessions on human trafficking.

In January 2021, Blue Dragon was honoured to receive 
two certificates from the Vietnam Border Guard Authority 
recognising our Contributions to the Prevention of Human 
Trafficking and for Combating Human Trafficking in Vietnam.

Van Ngoc Ta, Blue Dragon’s Chief Lawyer, was honoured with the 2020 Florence G. Heller Alumni Award from Brandeis University, 
Massachusetts, in July 2020 for the “positive and impactful change” he has achieved through his work leading Blue Dragon’s legal 
advocacy and rescue efforts.

Three months later, Thomson Reuters Foundation released an incredible animation detailing Van’s life and work.

Read Van’s interview with Brandeis University to learn more about the man leading Blue Dragon’s efforts to save lives and 
end modern slavery.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W2OCjATm9sw
https://heller.brandeis.edu/alumni/awards/van-ngoc-ta.html
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STREET CHILDREN PHOTO EXHIBITION 
HELD IN COLLABORATION WITH 
THE VIETNAM WOMEN’S UNION

The photo exhibition ‘24 Hours on the Street’ depicted the 
lives of children living on the streets through more than 20 
images taken by youth from Blue Dragon featured alongside 
their personal stories. The images were displayed at the 
Vietnamese Women’s Museum (Bảo tàng Phụ nữ Việt Nam) 
in December 2020. The photographs and stories aimed to 
help society understand the struggles, challenges, and dreams 
of Hanoi’s street children. Click here to learn more about ’24 
Hours on the Street’.

https://www.facebook.com/baotangphunu
https://e.vnexpress.net/news/life/culture/hanoi-exhibition-sheds-light-on-lives-of-homeless-children-4200945.html
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STAY IN SCHOOL BAC NINH: 17 YEARS 
OF BUILDING BRIGHTER FUTURES 

Blue Dragon’s Stay in School program was launched in Bac 
Ninh province in August 2004. The program aimed to end 
poverty by supporting children from disadvantaged families 
to complete school and keep them safe from potential risks, 
such as human trafficking. In June 2021, Blue Dragon was 
thrilled to announce that the program achieved its goal of 
eliminating the need to provide education-related assistance 
to children in the province.

Over the past 17 years, Blue Dragon assisted over 1,500 
children in accessing education and breaking free from the 
cycle of poverty. Many of these children have since gone on 
to attend and graduate from university. During this period, 
Bac Ninh experienced significant economic growth, enabling 
thousands of families to improve their standards of living. 

Today, fewer children from Bac Ninh are in need of assistance 
and local agencies are able to provide support for families in 
need.
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MAJOR
CHALLENGES
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KEEPING 
CHILDREN AND 
FAMILIES SAFE 
AMID A GLOBAL 
PANDEMIC

Border closures and restrictions meant to curb the 
spread of COVID-19 have resulted in widespread 
hardship across Vietnam. Millions of people have lost 
their jobs and livelihoods, and the number of children 
sleeping rough on the streets is rising. As these issues 
permeate across the country, new forms of human 
trafficking have emerged, and entire communities 
have found themselves at risk of homelessness and 
exploitation.

To respond to these urgent needs, Blue Dragon’s work 
has been in a state of constant change. Our social 
workers, psychologists, and rescuers are constantly 
finding new ways to provide assistance. Our staff have 
been working in shifts around the clock to ensure 
anyone in need of a helping hand has someone to 
turn to, and we have expanded our work to reach 
more vulnerable children and families when and 
where they need it most.

This determination, coupled with support and 
kindness from individuals and organisations across 
the globe, has enabled Blue Dragon to keep young 
people safe, fed, and cared for through these 
challenging times.
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“Over the course of the pandemic, we’ve seen a rise in the number of street kids, including many who have 
fallen prey to gangs. These children face many risks while living on the streets, and the pandemic continues to 
add more dangers to their already difficult lives. We meet kids at bus stations, under bridges, and on sidewalks 
and then do our best to make sure they receive the best support available.

“The street kids we meet have had tough lives, struggled with difficulties, and face many dangers. They need
care, support, and trust in order to overcome those hardships. I love having a job that allows me to help them 
smile again.” 

CONG, OUTREACH SOCIAL WORKER
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Since the 
COVID-19 
pandemic 
began...

Providing 
emergency 

relief to 
children and 

families

Ensuring 
recovery 

and growth, 
despite the 
pandemic

Building 
resilience

The number 
of homeless 
children in Hanoi 
increased by 160%

Millions of 
families lost jobs 
and incomes

The number of trafficking 
survivors assisted by Blue 
Dragon increased by 100%

Trafficked women and girls
called for help from China,
Myanmar, and Vietnam

Thousands of children left school 
due to poverty and school closures

Food and financial 
support provided 
to children, families, 
and human trafficking 
survivors affected by 
the pandemic

Outreach work expanded 
to reach more children 
and adults sleeping on 
the streets

Psychosocial 
support over the 
phone for survivors in 
mandatory quarantine

Online lessons, 
counselling, and support 
activities for children and 
young adults in crisis

Aiding rural families in 
developing new sources 
of income

‘Back to School’ 
campaigns to help 
children return 
to education

Access to career 
opportunities and 
vocational training 
in fields less affected 
by the pandemic for 
youth in crisis

MAJOR 
CHALLENGE 

OF THE YEAR

BLUE 
DRAGON 
RESPONDED 
TO THIS 
CRISIS BY...
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BRINGING 
CALM AFTER 
THE STORM

In September and October 2020, a series of storms and typhoons 
devastated central Vietnam. These torrential rains resulted in 
record-breaking floods that swept away everything in their paths.

The disaster affected several provinces and caused over 200 
deaths. Floodwaters and landslides destroyed homes; damaged 
schools, infrastructure and crops; left entire communities isolated 
for days; rendered fishing and farming equipment unusable; and 
swept away livestock, furniture, and household items.

The floods severely affected Thua Thien Hue province, where Blue 
Dragon has been working for over 15 years. Poverty is widespread 
in rural areas throughout Thua Thien Hue and many families live in 
temporary houses made from wood and corrugated steel. When 
the floods came, many of these homes were washed away along 
with personal belongings and sources of income.

Thanks to support from individuals and organisations around the 
world, Blue Dragon was able to distribute emergency aid within 
hours of the first typhoon that hit Thua Thien Hue and extend 
support to one additional province shortly after. Once immediate 
needs were met, the process of rebuilding began. Since then, 
hundreds of families have received assistance to rebuild their 
homes and livelihoods, and keep their children in school.
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“The devastating floods in October destroyed everything we had. My family lost 
over 100 chickens, two mushroom growing chambers, and many packages of straw 
mushrooms. Thanks to support from friends around the world, I was able to rebuild 
our mushroom chambers and successfully plant new mushrooms. I have been able to 
repair my house, buy food for my family, and keep my children in school.“

HOA, PARENT AND BLUE DRAGON FLOOD RELIEF RECIPIENT
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Families 
lost...

Homes

Clothing and 
personal items

Work equipment 
and sources 
of income

Resources to 
keep children 
in school

MAJOR 
CHALLENGE 

OF THE YEAR

Historic 
floods 

devastated 
central 

Vietnam

BLUE 
DRAGON 
RESPONDED 
TO THIS 
CRISIS BY...

Tackling 
the 

emergency

Rebuilding 
after the 
disaster

Emergency food 
packages, essential 
items, and cash grants 
were distributed to 
1,271 families

309 families received 
financial support to 
rebuild homes and get 
back on their feet

School 
tuition 

Clothing and 
household 
necessities

Bicycles 
for 

children

Livestock and 
other equipment 

for family business 
development

House 
repairs

Healthcare

Microloans for 
families to develop 

new sources of income
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BLUE 
DRAGON’S
YEAR 
BY THE 
NUMBERS

30     Annual Report 2020-2021
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ENSURING SAFETY FOR CHILDREN AND YOUNG ADULTS

169
227

80 203 5
25

street children 
and teens
were provided with emergency 
care and ongoing support.

child victims of 
sexual abuse and

women and girls 
who were victims 
of human trafficking

children and young adults, including 
60 survivors of human trafficking, 
were provided safe accommodation 
where they could heal and grow.

victims of human trafficking 
were rescued from slavery 
and exploitation.

victims of human trafficking rescued by 
police were provided with repatriation 
and reintegration assistance.

PROVIDING DEVELOPMENT OPPORTUNITIES FOR CHILDREN AND YOUNG ADULTS

were represented 
in court, leading 
to the sentencing 
of 31 traffickers 
and abusers. 

355 children and 
young adults 
enrolled in school: 

339 disadvantaged children and young adults

12 survivors of human trafficking

4 children and young adults with disabilities

118 79
young adults enrolled in 
tertiary education:

young adults undertook 
vocational training:

114 disadvantaged young adults 36 disadvantaged young adults

3 survivors of human trafficking 33 survivors of human trafficking

1 young adult with a disability 10 young adults with disabilities

102
young adults 
secured employment

80 disadvantaged young adults

17 survivors of human trafficking

5 young adults with disabilities
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BUILDING RESISTANCE TO HUMAN TRAFFICKING

17,220 
people were trained on children’s rights and the prevention of trafficking, labour exploitation, and sexual abuse: 

13,693 students 1,981 government officials 1,546 parents and caretakers

27 PEOPLE
were assisted 
in obtaining 
essential legal 
registration papers 

such as

personal identification cards

birth certificates

family record books

marriage certificates

83 FAMILIES

received support in establishing a livelihood though
the provision of livestock, essential equipment, or 
assistance in starting a small business.

14 FACILITIES

received support in establishing livelihoods though the provision of 
livestock, essential equipment, and assistance in starting small businesses.

were built or renovated to support children, families, and communities in crisis:

houses playgrounds

toilets solar electricity systems

8

2

2

2
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LONG-
LASTING
IMPACTS

received support in establishing livelihoods though the provision of 
livestock, essential equipment, and assistance in starting small businesses.

33    
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EARLY WARNING 
SYSTEMS: 
A BETTER WAY 
TO PREVENT 
TRAFFICKING

The Early Warning Systems (EWS) used in Blue 
Dragon’s anti-trafficking programs were significantly 
strengthened over the past year. These systems, 
put in place throughout areas known to be 
human trafficking hotspots, include mechanisms 
that enable local officials to raise the alarm if an 
individual goes missing or is at high risk of being 
trafficked. They have been vital in preventing the 
trafficking and exploitation of vulnerable children 
and adults.

In the past, raising awareness among communities 
about the risks of human trafficking was the main 
focus of community education campaigns. With the 
EWS, the focus is shifted towards immediate action.

Blue Dragon spent the past year providing 
training for local officials and collaborating with 
stakeholders to develop clear risk screening and 
intervention processes. These procedures help 
ensure sustainable, long-term, and effective 
trafficking prevention in villages that are particularly 
vulnerable. With the knowledge acquired through 
these trainings, local leaders are on the path toward 
running the EWS on their own and ending human 
trafficking within their communities.
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“Human trafficking prevention should not stop at raising awareness. It is important 
to educate potential victims and traffickers about the problem, then combine that 
education with the establishment of a system that can identify cases and people at 
high risk of being trafficked, then report and respond to these risks.”

LUONG, ANTI-TRAFFICKING COORDINATOR
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INCREASED LEGAL 
PROTECTION FOR 
CHILD VICTIMS 
OF CRIME

A year-long legal reform process, in which 
Blue Dragon worked with Vietnam’s 
Ministry of Public Security to ensure greater 
protection for child victims of crime, 
culminated on June 8, 2021 with a new 
circular which established guidelines for 
child-friendly investigations (Circular No. 
43/2021/TT-BCA).

This legal circular clearly stipulates the 
ways in which children are permitted to be 
involved in investigations and what their 
rights are, with a particular focus on child 
sexual abuse and child trafficking cases.

Now, any child under 18 who is involved in a 
police investigation as a victim is guaranteed 
special protections, treated with care, and 
given the full support of the law.

Circular No. 43/2021/TT-BCA will help to 
support collaboration between police and 
child victims or witnesses of crime, increasing 
the chances of securing convictions for 
perpetrators. And importantly, it will 
minimise the risk of re-traumatising child 
survivors of violent crimes. 
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“In order to closely follow, disseminate, and facilitate the implementation of Circular 
No. 43/2021/TT-BCA for local police, we have compiled a document to explain the 
circular to our partners. The document includes comprehensive guidance on adhering 
to the Circular and related laws and has been distributed to police. We hope that this 
document will help investigative agencies improve their efficiency during the criminal 
investigation process, especially in cases of child abuse.” 

QUANG ANH, LEGAL COORDINATOR
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ADVOCATING 
FOR GREATER 
PROTECTIONS 
FOR VICTIMS OF 
TRAFFICKING

The Vietnamese government has tasked the Ministry 
of Public Security with reviewing and revising 
Vietnam’s Law on Human Trafficking Prevention and 
Control, and Blue Dragon is taking part in this process. 
Over the past ten years, Vietnam has experienced 
substantial development. While this development 
has innumerable benefits, it has also led to the 
emergence of new forms of crime. Blue Dragon is 
advocating for a new version of the law that reflects 
and addresses these changes in order to ensure 
that all forms of trafficking are included, that quality 
support is available to victims, and that perpetrators 
are prosecuted.

Over 15 years of rescuing, assisting, and providing 
legal representation to trafficking victims, Blue Dragon 
has gathered extensive knowledge of this crime 
and its many impacts on victims and their families. 
Our multidisciplinary approach – with lawyers, 
psychologists, and social workers working together to 
assist survivors – has allowed us to garner valuable 
insight into what’s needed in the new law.

This is an opportunity to make the system work better 
for everyone.
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“Blue Dragon has been trusted to support the next steps in the review, consultation, 
and drafting processes for the amended Trafficking in Persons (TIP) Law. The journey 
to improve and perfect the TIP Law in Vietnam has been a long one, but we are still 
taking small steps towards the goal of ending human trafficking. With collaboration 
from government partners and experience and technical support from Blue Dragon, 
we can do it!”

VAN, CHIEF LAWYER
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PROTECTING CHILD ABUSE 
VICTIMS ONLINE

Social media users in Vietnam often share videos or articles depicting child abuse in order to show sympathy for the victims or 
outrage at the perpetrators. Many believe that publicising these incidents is a way of supporting the victim and addressing the 
crime. In reality, posting about these crimes on social media puts the children involved at risk of being re-traumatised or having 
their image and information shared. The most effective way to help victims is to report these crimes to agencies that can help.

In June 2021, Blue Dragon partnered with Facebook to raise awareness of the dangers this practice entails in order to put a stop 
to it. The message “PLEASE REPORT when you see images or posts with child abuse content on Facebook. DO NOT SHARE.” as 
seen in this video aims to better protect abused children on the internet.

https://www.facebook.com/bluedragonvietnam/videos/835095407436223
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OUR 
FINANCES
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Financial Year July 1, 2020 – June 30, 2021

Blue Dragon Children’s Foundation’s accounts were audited for the eleventh consecutive year by an independent, external 
auditing firm: KTC Audit Company Limited. On December 20, 2021, the auditor concluded that Blue Dragon’s financial statements 
for the year ended June 30, 2021 are prepared, in all material respects, in accordance with Blue Dragon’s accounting policies.

NGOs/
Foundations
(33%)

Individuals 
(42%)

Government 
Agencies (10%)

Companies (12%)Schools (1%)

Other Income (2%)

OUR INCOME OUR EXPENSES

Overhead (14%) Programs (86%)

TOTAL INCOME:
$3,937,421

TOTAL EXPENSES:
$2,976,349
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OUR FINANCIAL PERFORMANCE For year ended 30th June 2021 2021 2020
Income $USD $USD
Donations 3,866,028 2,819,541   
Other income 71,393 73,332
Total income 3,937,421 2,892,873

Expenses
Step Ahead - Hanoi 505,447 599,683
Stay in School - Bac Ninh 5,298 13,324
Tertiary Students 38,782 34,091
Project X 269,811 254,581
Safe and Sound - Dien Bien 214,846 169,663
Safe and Sound - Ha Giang 311,987 328,433
Safe and Sound - Hue 266,532 126,679
Education Fund 1,281 0
Legal Advocacy 732,661 528,737
Psychology and Social Work 77,815 83,900
Career Development 17,569 0
Dragon Valley 126,472 100,241
Total program expenses 2,568,501 2,239,332
Management 171,140 161,874
Communications and Fundraising 236,708 194,454
Total overhead expenses 407,848 356,328
Total expenses 2,976,349 2,595,660

Operating surplus 961,072 297,213
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OUR FINANCIAL POSITION

As at 30th June 2021 2021 2020
Current assets $USD $USD
Cash and cash equivalents 2,317,598 1,713,656  
Receivables 0 0 
Prepayments 737,525 453,835  
Stock on hand 3,720 4,055 
Other current assets 94,499 73,648 
Total current assets 3,153,342 2,245,194

Non-current assets  
Equipment 20,313 10,413 
Computers 23,245 18,536 
Vehicles 34,322 56,991
Leasehold improvement 71,782 39,573
Other non-current assets 274,589 269,523
Total non-current assets 424,251 395,036  

Total assets 3,577,593 2,640,230

Net assets 2,114,094 1,153,022

As at 30th June 2021 2021 2020
Current liabilities $USD $USD
Other payables and accruals 251,596 247,846   
Tied funds for future periods 1,211,903 1,239,362  

Total current liabilities 1,463,499 1,487,208 

Non-current liabilities 0 0 

Total non-current liabilities 0 0 

Total liabilities 1,463,499 1,487,208 

Equity
Balance at beginning of period 1,153,022 855,809
Currency variations (*) 0 0
Current year surplus 961,072 297,213
Total equity 2,114,094 1,153,022

(*): Blue Dragon’s accounting records are maintained in Vietnamese Dong (VND). The ‘Currency Variations’ in this report result from any significant changes in the 
USD/VND exchange rate from the beginning of a financial year to the end of that same financial year.
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Blue Dragon could not have 
achieved so much over the past 
year without YOU - our friends and 
supporters from around the world. 
Your commitment, enthusiasm, 
trust, and invaluable contributions 
truly supported life-changing 
opportunities for children trapped in 
slavery and poverty. We would like to 
express our sincere thanks to:

THANK 
YOU!

45    
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NON-GOVERNMENT ORGANISATIONS, 
FOUNDATIONS, AND TRUSTS

• Asian Kidz Support
• Australian Chamber of Commerce (AusCham)
• Australian Communities Foundation
• Care For Children
• Charities Aid Foundation UK 
• Charities Aid Foundation US
• Children of Vietnam Benevolent Foundation
• Consortium for Street Children
• Cubit Family Foundation
• Diaconia - Center of Relief and Development
• Dutch Business Association Vietnam
• Education International Foundation Hawaii
• Give2Asia
• Global Fund to End Modern Slavery
• GoPhilanthropic Foundation
• Help for Hope
• Innovation and Technical Services Foundation
• Ito Supporting Comity
• Jenour Foundation
• KLA Foundation
• Langports Foundation
• Lenity Australia Ltd
• Magnolia Foundation
• MAP Foundation
• Marcil Family Foundation
• Mast Cares
• Metlife Foundation

• Minderoo Foundation 
• Morgan Stanley Foundation
• Morris Family Foundation
• Nadia and Alf Taylor Foundation
• Naylor-Stewart Family
• Network For Good
• Nonprofit Network for Aid, Assistance and Acceptance
• Not For Sale
• Orizuru Foundation Vietnam
• Ramses Foundation
• Resilience Fund
• Ripple Foundation
• Sage Foundation
• Schwab Charitable Foundation
• Stichting LAMP
• Taiwan Fund for Children and Families
• The Bandai Foundation
• The Chippin’ Away Foundation
• The Datt Family Foundation
• The Duggan Foundation
• The Forbes Foundation
• The Intrepid Foundation
• The Nelumbo Trust Fund
• The Rockefeller Foundation
• The San Diego Foundation
• Thuy and Mark Barnett Family Foundation
• UBS Optimus Foundation
• UEFA Foundation for Children
• Vandermark Foundation
• VNH Foundation
• Warburg Pincus Foundation
• Weily Tribe Foundation
• Wietlisbach Foundation
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• B1G1
• Beela Blue Sky Fund
• BLACKPINK & V-BLINKs
• C.A.C Dance Group
• CL Vietnam FC
• Emu Park Lions Club
• H2H
• Hanoi Dance Company
• Hanoi Handsome
• ICUC Group
• Jay Vietnam Union
• NCT Dream Jisung Vietnam Fan
• Puku Quiz
• Quỹ Hy Vọng
• Rotary Club of Randwick
• Saigon for Blue Dragon Group
• Shopnate EasyFundraiser Team
• Unilever Vietnam Fund
• Viet Celts Football Club
• Viet Poker Charity
• Vietnam Australia Alumni
• Vietnam Trail Marathon
• Vietnamese Student Association Canyon
• World Airlines Clubs Association
• Youth VIP

• ASEAN Australia Counter Trafficking Program (ASEAN ACT)
• Center for Women and Development
• Consulate General of the Federal Republic of Germany
• Embassy of Canada
• Embassy of New Zealand
• Embassy of the United States
• Norwegian Agency for Exchange Cooperation (NOREC)
• Vietnamese Women’s Museum

SOCIAL AND COMMUNITY 
ORGANISATIONS

GOVERNMENT AND 
GOVERNMENT AGENCIES
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COMPANIES

• Ace Scaffolding Pty Ltd
• AFG Group
• Allens
• Amazon Europe Core
• Amazon Smile
• Ami Trading Pty Ltd
• Apple Inc.
• Aspire One Dental
• BAYA
• Biogen
• Blackmores Ltd
• Boeing
• Br24 Vietnam Co., Ltd
• Broadway Trading Pty Ltd
• Business in the Community
• C Fields STO
• C&C Travel
• Cadence
• Capella Entertainment Company
• Chan Zuckerberg Initiative
• Charles Schwab
• CIIARA
• Cisco Systems, Inc
• Cỏ Mềm Home Lab
• Coaching Creatively
• Cốc Cốc
• Cooper Investors Pty Ltd
• Corporate Rebels

• Create The Love
• DK Engineering Ltd
• Dragonfly Theatre
• Ecopark
• EMG Education
• Equinix, Inc.
• Ernst & Young Australia
• Facebook
• Fairfield RSL
• Fitness Body by Jovie
• Floralpunk
• Fox Corporation
• FTI Consulting
• Gavisto Diplomat
• Global Spark Productions, Inc.
• Good Trip Clothing
• Good Vietnam Shirts
• Goodahl Professional LLC
• GoodFood
• Google Inc
• Grant Thornton AG
• Great Day Industries, Inc.
• Green Gem Shop
• Hammockology
• Hanoi International Kindergarten
• Hilton Hotel
• HSBC
• Hữu Nghị Foods
• Imsoft Vietnam Technology Company Limited
• Interflour Company
• IST Research
• Jimmy’s New York Pizza
• Julie Sandlau Vietnam
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• Kiehl’s Cosmetics
• King of Sandwich
• Liberty Mutual
• LinkedIn Corporation
• Lock & Lock
• Lost and Found Saigon
• Macquarie
• Maison de Tet Decor
• Marsh & McLennan Companies
• Mastercard Center for Inclusive Growth
• McKinsey & Company
• Messer Hai Phong Industrial Gases Co., Ltd
• Microsoft
• Miles of Smiles
• Mooney’s Irish Bar
• MUD Bistro Da Nang
• Nike, Inc.
• NNA Vietnam Co., Ltd
• Nsquare
• Old Compass Cafe
• OPAL Consulting, LLC
• Organic Food Lovers Club
• Pacific Gas & Electric Company
• Pan Asia
• Peace United Street Warriors
• PFX Labs
• Phuc Thang Fine Furniture JSC
• Ping Pong
• Porsche Centre Saigon
• PwC Australia
• PXP Vietnam Limited
• Qiagen Singapore Pte. Ltd.
• Qlik

• QLM Label Makers
• Qualcomm Incorporated
• RELX Inc.
• Savills Vietnam
• ServiceNow
• Seven Bridges
• SharkNinja
• Simple Coffee
• Singhal
• Somewhere of London
• SSI Securities Corporation
• Takeda
• TAL Group
• Tan My Design
• Target
• The Food Sing Trading
• Tieng Viet Oi
• Tired City
• Topas Travel
• Travel Agent Hanoi
• Treis Asia Pte Ltd
• Triple888 Motorbikes Shop
• True Commerce
• United Airlines Corporate
• USA Vietnamese Translation Services
• USG Boral Vietnam
• VietAxe
• Visa, Inc.
• VMware
• Warner Bros. Entertainment Inc.
• Weldesign
• Wicked Industries
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SCHOOLS AND UNIVERSITIES

• Apollo Language School
• Australiemag Education Australia
• Baylor VSA
• Boston College High School
• British International School Hanoi
• British International School Ho Chi Minh City
• British Vietnamese International School Hanoi
• British Vietnamese International School Ho Chi Minh City
• Bunbury Cathedral Grammar School
• Canadian International School HCMC
• Chatsworth International School
• European International School Ho Chi Minh City
• French School of Singapore
• German European School Singapore
• Greenfield School
• Hanoi International School
• Holy Trinity Lutheran College
• ILA Community Network Vietnam
• International School Ho Chi Minh City
• International School of Amsterdam
• Language Link
• London School of Economics and Political Science
• Lourdes Hill College
• Lycee Francais - Vietnam
• Mercy Catholic College
• Methodist Ladies College
• Mira Costa High School - Associated Student Body

• North Sydney Girls High School (SHOUT!)
• Parents Community from Camelot River Valley Preschool in 

Singapore
• Point Avenue
• Saigon South International School
• Sefton High School
• Singapore International School Ha Long
• St. Paul American School Hanoi
• STEPS Special School
• TH School
• The Anglo American School of Moscow
• The International School @ Parkcity Hanoi
• The Southport School
• The Vietnamese Student Association of The University of 

Utah
• Tufts University Vietnamese Student Association
• United Nations International School Hanoi
• United World College (UWCSEA) Dover
• United World College (UWCSEA) East
• United World College Thailand
• University of Maryland VSA
• University of Technology Sydney
• Vietnam Australia International School
• Vietnam Women’s Academy
• Vietnamese American Student Association at University of 

Central Florida
• Vietnamese Canadian League
• Vietnamese Student Association at The University of 

California, Santa Barbara
• Vietnamese Student Association at University of California, 

Irvine
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• Vietnamese Student Association of University of California, 
San Diego 

• Vietnamese Students Association at New York University
• Vinschool Metropolis, Class 3B1
• Vietnamese Students’ Association of New South Wales
• World Strides

INDIVIDUALS

Thank you to each and every Blue Dragon friend, supporter, 
visitor, and volunteer from all around the world. Your 
fundraising, personal donations, in-kind gifts, time, expertise, 
and support for Vietnamese children in crisis motivates Blue 
Dragon to overcome the challenges we face each and every 
day. Thanks to you, our world is a better place.
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Over the next 12 months, COVID-19 
will continue to impact the children, 
women, and families we serve. The 
number of children who run away to 
Hanoi in search of better lives and 
the number of survivors asking for 
assistance will continue to increase. 
As a result, the need for emergency 
and long-term support for children 
and young adults in crisis will also 
grow.

Despite the challenging future 
ahead, Blue Dragon will continue 
providing exceptional care and 
support to Vietnamese children and 
families in crisis.

You can help us transform their lives. 
Here’s how:

GET 
INVOLVED
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DONATE

GIVE A GIFT IN-KIND

FUNDRAISING

WILLS AND BEQUESTS

ATTEND AN EVENT

VOLUNTEER

Make a donation of any amount to help children and 
young adults in crisis. 

Blue Dragon welcomes gifts of items that we can 
immediately distribute to families in need or use in our 
shelters and centres.

If you have an idea for a fundraising event, we are 
happy to offer advice and support!

A gift in your Will can make a significant difference to 
Blue Dragon’s work of rescuing and caring for children.

Blue Dragon’s supporters host a range of events 
around the world. Check out our website to see what’s 
coming next.

Blue Dragon relies on the many amazing volunteers 
who commit their time, energy and expertise to 
working with us in Vietnam and around the world.

bluedragon.org/donate

bluedragon.org/get-involved/gifts-in-kind

bluedragon.org/get-involved/fundraise

bluedragon.org/get-involved/leave-a-legacy

bluedragon.org/get-involved/events

bluedragon.org/get-involved/volunteer
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https://www.bluedragon.org/donate/
https://www.bluedragon.org/get-involved/gifts-in-kind/
https://www.bluedragon.org/get-involved/fundraise/
https://www.bluedragon.org/get-involved/leave-a-legacy/
https://www.bluedragon.org/get-involved/events/
https://www.bluedragon.org/get-involved/volunteer/


54     Annual Report 2020-2021

C
O

N
TA

C
T 

D
ET

A
IL

S Blue Dragon Children’s Foundation Head Office
PO Box 297, International Post Office, Hanoi, Vietnam
+84 24 3717 0544
info@bdcf.org
www.bluedragon.org

Blue Dragon Children’s Foundation International (Governing Body) 
PO Box 176, Mona Vale, NSW, 1660, Australia
chair@bdcf.org

Blue Dragon Children’s Trust New Zealand 
PO Box 9828, Wellington, 6141, New Zealand
bluedragontrustnz@gmail.com
bluedragonnz.wordpress.com

Blue Dragon Children’s Foundation UK
uk@bdcf.org

Blue Dragon Children’s Foundation USA
PO Box 620967, Littleton, Colorado, CO 80162, USA
usa@bdcf.org

Blue Dragon Children’s Foundation Germany
Erich-Weinert-Str. 141a, 10409 Berlin, Germany 
info@bluedragongermany.org
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